Accounting 3404

Fall 2008



Income Tax I
Fall 2008
Instructor:

Sandra Bland


Office Phone:
   755-3716

Office:


Room 125


Email:
  
   sbland@bemidjistate.edu

Office Hours:

M WF  9 -10, 11-12




MF 2-3, TR 1-2  

 (unless otherwise posted)  
Also via e-mail and by appointment

REQUIRED:
West’s Federal Taxation:Comprehensive Volume 2009, by Willis, Hoffman, Maloney & Raabe

RECOMMENDED:  
Student Study Guide  by D.M. Maloney & W.A. Raabe  to accompany required text


Federal Tax Objective Questions & Explanations, 18th edth  by Gleim & Hasselback

INTERNET RESOURCES:

Accounting:

http://accounting.rutgers.edu/




http://www.irs.gov




Checkpoint (RIA) through “On-Line Resources” under BSU Library website




http://www.aicpa.org
COURSE OBJECTIVE:
The objectives of this course are to introduce the student to tax law affecting individual taxpayers and to provide the student with an understanding of the tax filing process necessary to comply with the tax laws.

GRADING:  

Exam I, II,  III, 


*

300
Quizzes 



** 

100 (approximate)

Projects



***

100  (approximate)

Class Participation

****
 
200

Comprehensive Final    

*****

150 

Grades will be assigned according to the following curve:

A = 93 -- 100%  of  top score achieved. 

B = 83 -- 92% of top score achieved. 

C = 70 -- 82% of top score achieved.

D = 60 -- 69% of top score achieved.

E = < 60%

CLASS POLICY:
*
Students taking exams late will be penalized 20% unless excused by me prior to  the regular prepared to set a time for taking it asap.   Exams will typically be taken on-line as a class in the accounting computer lab.
Exam review days are important as a learning experience, as well as to determine your exam score.  Exams will not be made available for review on different dates unless special arrangements are made.

**
NO makeup will be allowed for the quizzes other than for an extended illness or rare and unusual circumstance.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  Quizzes will generally be posted on our D2L homepage after the last day of class discussion on a chapter and be due by the next class period.  If you must be absent repeatedly due to a university program in which you participate, see the instructor.  Occasionally quizzes will be taken in class.  A student must be present to take the quiz.  
***
Research projects will be assigned throughout the quarter. Written results of your research project should be submitted via the Dropbox in D2L by midnight on the assigned due date unless the instructor has made an express WRITTEN statement extending the deadline.   As you can imagine, written extensions are given for only the most extenuating circumstances and it is extremely improbable that you will encounter a circumstance as to cause the deadline to be extended.  
Your research must be conducted on-line.  Your West textbook cannot be cited as a reference.  You must use RIA Checkpoint  to conduct at least part if not all of  your research.  The research should be as exhaustive as possible.  The results of your research should be presented as a concise answer to the problem addressed with references cited and attached.  [Reference resources (url’s) for such assignments should be cited at the end of the assignment and actual pertinent material should be cut and pasted onto accompanying attached pages.]  The answer should be in memo format, double spaced in MS Word and no more than three pages. (MS Word is the word processing program on all university lab computers.  MS Office Professional Suite 2007, which includes MS Word, is available for $20 to all registered students for their personal computers.)    Memo format will be illustrated in the handout assignment and explained.  Half of the research project points are based on structure and half on content.  Projects may have no more than five grammatical (this includes spelling) errors in order to receive any credit for structure.   Te instructor will not “pre-grade” your research!

Knowledge gained through research projects may be shared informally during class time or on-line discussion.


Comprehensive tax problems will be assigned for most chapters throughout the semester.  The tax solutions must be generated using the tax software available in the accounting computer lab and the Superlab unless other permission is specifically granted for additional software programs.

****
Class participation constitutes a part of the evaluation of your effort in this course. The following is provided as a guide to the grading for class participation:

A grade of D is the lowest passing grade and is assigned to those who do not make any overt contribution to the class.  It is awarded on the supposition that the students presence lends support to those who are trying to learn.

Responses to questions directed towards the student CAN raise the grade for class participation to the C (70%) or B (80%) range.  The particular grade depends on the quality of the answers given during the semester.

Grades of A (90%) are reserved for those who make contributions to the learning experience that show insight and thorough preparation.  A grade of A represents the reward for the ability to not only understand the concept relating to the problems analyzed but interpret it for the members of the class.

As a rough approximation, one can equate a grade of C with limited ability to see relationships and to make applications except as specifically directed.  A grade of B indicates demonstrated competence in subject matter mastery and clearly above-average ability to handle familiar to somewhat complex problems in the field.  A grade of A identifies thorough mastery of the subject and disposition and ability to apply it to complex and unfamiliar situations by synthesizing information to create new insights.

Because this is a seminar-style course, class participation is an extremely important part of the course.  Obviously, it is impossible to make up class participation.  Thus, if you miss class, you are missing the opportunity to excel and your absence will affect your overall class participation grade.  More specifically, your class participation grade is a function of the ability you exhibit multiplied by the percentage of time that you attend class.
I am indebted to Dr. E. Wayne Chandler of Eastern Illinois University and the Faculty of  Graceland College for the bulk of the substance dealing with the definitions of D, C, B and A grades.

******
Since the final exam is comprehensive, if your grade percentage on the final exam is higher than one of your hourly exams, the final exam percentage will be substituted for the hourly percentage.  

Upon request this document can be made available in alternate formats.  Please contact the instructor or Kathi Hagen in the Office for Students with Disabilities at 755-3883 for assistance.

TENTATIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
CHECK FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR D2L HOMEPAGE

DATE DUE
READ  


     PAGES
ASSIGN PROBLEMS 

08/25

Organization

08/27

1—An introduction…
         2-34
5,7,8,10-13,15,16,18,20,22-28, 31,34-36,38-41,46-52           
08/29

2—Working w/ Tax Law
         2-38
1-9,11,14,15,17,19-24, 26,28,33-36

09/01

LABOR DAY



NO CLASS!
09/03

3—Tax Determination;…           1-10
1-5, 28-31
09/05

3—Tax Determination;…         10-24
10-16,32,39,40,43,44    
09/08

3—Tax Determination;…         24-36
8,18,19,23,25,45,50,53,54-M
09/10

3—Tax Determination;…


55 in Accounting Computer Lab
09/12

4—Gross Income: …                   1-14
1,2,4,7,26,27,29,31,37-39

09/15

4—Gross Income: …                 14-27
13,14, 16,20,21,40,45-47,50
09/17

4—Gross Income: …                 27-38
23-25,52-56
09/19

4—Gross Income: … 


59-Part 1-C, 60-M
09/22

EXAM I (ch. 1-4)  On-Line

In Accounting Computer Lab
09/24

Review Exam I
09/26

5—Gross Income:…                  1-18
1,6,7,9,10,13-15,17,28,38,40,41,43,44

09/29

5---Gross Income: …                18-36
18,24,25,48,49,51,54,56,58
10/01

5---Gross Income: …


59-C, 60-Part 1-M
10/03

FALL BREAK



NO CLASS!
10/06

6—Deductions & Losses: …       1-19
3,4,7,9,14, 18,19,22, 46,48,49
10/08

6---Deductions & Losses …      19-32
26,28,32,50-53,57,58,60,61

10/10

6—Deductions & Losses:  

62-C,63-Part 1-M
10/13

7—Deductions & Losses: …      1-15
2,4-6,9,11,12,14,15,29-31
10/15

7—Deductions & Losses: …    15-23
18,19,22,27,33-35,37,39,42,43
10/17

7—Deductions & Losses: …

45-Part 1-C, 46-M
10/20

EXAM II (ch 5-7) – On-Line

In Accounting Computer Lab
10/22

Review Exam II  
Begin 8 -- Depreciaton
 Preview Depreciation 
10/24

8 -- Depreciation
                        1-14*
 2,6-12,15,16,18-21,35,39,45,47
10/27

8 – Depreciation…
        14-29
23-26,43,44,48-52,54,59-61   

10/29

8—Depreciation …


62-C,63-M (full return)  
10/31

9—Deductions: …
           1-22
3,4,6-9,11,12,16,17-21,31-33,35,38-41 
11/03

 9—Deductions:  …
         22-41
1,2,16,23-28,42,46-56
11/05

9—Deductions:  …


57-Part 1-C,58-M



11/07

10—Certain Itemized Ded
           1-18
1-4,6,9,11-16,24,26-28
11/10

10—Certain Itemized Ded           18-35
17, 30-32,34,35,37-42,44
11/12

10—Certain Itemized Ded.          

47-Part 1-C,48-M
11/14
               EXAM III  (ch. 8-10) -- On-Line

In Accounting Computer Lab                   
11/17

Review Exam III

  
11/19

11—Passive Activity Losses           1-10
1-3,5-12,34-37, 42-44
11/21

11—Passive Activity Losses         10-18
4,13-17,20,23,24,45,48-50,52
11/24
              11—Passive Activity Losses         19-28
25,26 30,31,41,53,59-63  
11/26-28              THANKSGIVING BREAK 

NO CLASS!!
12/01

Catch Up & Review 
12/03

Research Sharing
12/08

Research Sharing
· Plus MACRS Tables
REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSIGNMENTS:

1.  Use PENCIL and ERASE errors; do NOT cross out!

2.  Computations should be well labeled and easy to follow.

FINAL EXAMINATION ON-LINE:  
Section 01:  8:00 am – 10:00 am Monday,  December 15 in Accounting Computer Lab
Section 02:  10:30 am – 12:30 pm    Thursday,  December 11  in Accounting Computer Lab
Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is fundamental to the collegiate experience.  Consequently, acts involving academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Evidence of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the course.  Moreover, the incident will be submitted to the Judicial Affairs Office for appropriate action.

Acts of academic dishonesty include cheating on examinations and plagiarism.  Since some may not understand the nature of plagiarism, the following statement, which was developed by Graceland College, is provided.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism includes any and all forms of passing off the work of others as one’s own.  It is a form of cheating.  The following statements are specific examples of plagiarism that commonly occur, but they do not include all forms of plagiarism.

1. Plagiarism occurs when one intentionally or accidentally fails to set off, within quotation marks, passages from the works of others even if the work from which the passage was taken is cited in a footnote.  Every quotation, whether long or short, which is copied from another, must be both set off by quotation marks and have its source explicitly acknowledged.  Plagiarism also occurs in a speech when material is quoted and not specifically identified.

2. Plagiarism occurs when one does not provide clear indications of the sources from which they have obtained ideas.  At times it may be difficult to distinguish your views from those which have influenced you.  But, if another’s view was the direct source of your idea, that source must be noted.

3. Plagiarism occurs when one does not properly note the source when paraphrasing.  Paraphrasing is also objectionable except in limited amounts.  Excessive paraphrasing is undesirable since it minimizes the student’s own contribution.

4. Plagiarism occurs when one submits a paper that is not substantially the work of the student.  This includes the purchasing, borrowing, or usurping essentially complete papers from any source.

I am indebted to the Law School of the University of Iowa, Sidney Mead of the Department of History and Religion at the University of Iowa, and to the Faculty of Graceland College for the substance of this statement.

You are advised to assure yourself that your work does not include any acts of plagiarism.  If you have any questions, ask me before you submit your work for evaluation.
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