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Papers Presented at Annual Meeting

The Section had three paper sessions and had one forum paper presented. These are as follows:

Session Title: “Empirical Research in Government and Nonprofits”

“The Determinants of Auditee Satisfaction and Perceived Audit Quality in Local

  Government,” Suzanne L. Lowensohn, Laurence E. Johnson, and Donald Samelson

  (Colorado State University)

“Measuring Audit Quality of Local Government Authorities in England and Wales,”

  Gary Giroux (Texas A&M University) and Rowan Jones (University of Birmingham

 UK))

“Tax-motivated Earnings Management by Associations,” Mary Ann Hofmann (Andrews

  University)

Session Title: Efficiency, Executive Compensation, and Revenues in Nonprofits”

“Marginal Spending and Efficiency in Charities,” Andrea Alston Roberts (Boston 

  College), Pamela Smith (The University of Texas-San Antonio), and Karen Taranto

  (The George Washington University)

“The Price of Doing Good: Executive Compensation in Nonprofit Organizations,” 

  Elizabeth K. Keating and Peter Frumkin (Harvard University)

“Some Time Series Properties of Contribution Revenues,” Charles A Barragato

  (Long Island University – C.W. Post Campus)

“Financial Reporting Issues in Nonprofits”

“Financial Reporting Factors Affecting Donations to Charitable Not-for-Profit

  Organizations,” Linda M. Parsons (George Mason University) and John M. Trussel

  (Pennsylvania State University at Harrisburg)

“Determining Cash Flows from Operations Using  Form 990 Data,” Saleha B.

  Khumawala (University of Houston), Mary Fischer (University of Texas-Tyler),

  and Teresa Gordon (University of Idaho)

“Toward a More Powerful Model of Financial Vulnerability for the Nonprofit

  Sector,” Elizabeth K. Keating (Harvard University), Teresa P. Gordon (University

  of Idaho), Mary Fischer (University of Texas at Tyler), and Janet Greenlee 

  (University of Dayton)

Forum Paper: ‘State and Local Government Accounting in 19th Century America: A 

  Review of the Literature,” Stephanie Dunham Moussalli (University of Mississippi)

Papers Presented at Regional Meetings

Southeast – The Southeast Region had one paper session.  Two papers were presented:

“Fraud and Financial Abuse in Churches and Other Religious Organizations,” Gary

  Burkette, Murray Anthony, and Shelby Sparks (East Tennessee State University)

“Graphical Presentations in Governmental Financial Reports,” Walk Johnson and Judy

  Welch (University of Central Florida)

Mid-Year Section Meeting

The Mid-Year Section meeting was held Friday-Saturday, February 6-7 at the C.T. Bauer College of Business at the University of Houston and was hosted by Saleha Khumawala. A number of educational sessions were held as well as paper sessions.  The educational sessions included:

“GASB Update” – Greg Allison (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill) and Bob Freeman (Texas Tech University), 

“Electronic Municipal Bond Auctions” – Tony Chiappetta, Grant Street Group

“Space Accounting” – Kevin Candee (Johnson Space Center)

“Current Issues in Healthcare Accounting and Auditing” – Clifford Bottome (Harris County Hospital District), Ronald Dieterich (St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital), and Dana Forgione (Florida International University)

“Lessons from the Battlefield – Implementing GASB 34/35” David Ellis (University of 

Houston) and Mary Fischer (University of Texas at Tyler).

“Nonprofit Management Programs” – Margaret O’Donnell (American Humanics Non-Profit Certificate Program) and Rita Cheng (University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee)

In addition, 10 research papers and 2 doctoral student proposals were presented.  The 10 research papers were:

“Marginal Spending and Efficiency in Charities,” Andrea Alston Roberts (Boston 

  College), Pamela Smith (University of Texas at San Antonio), and Karen Taranto (The

  George Washington University)

“Determining Cash Flows from Operations Using Form 990 Data,” Mary Fischer 

  (University of Texas at Tyler), Teresa Gordon (University of Idaho), and Saleha

  Khumawala (University of Houston)

“Ownership Structure, Goals, and Performance Measures in CEO Compensation

  Contracts,” Ola Smith (Western Michigan University)

“The Price of Doing Good: Executive Compensation in Nonprofit Organizations,”

  Peter Frumkin and Elizabeth Keating (Harvard University)

“Audit Quality of Local Government Authorities in England and Wales,” Gary Giroux

  (Texas A&M University) and Rowan Jones (University of Birmingham – UK)

“The Determinants of Auditee Satisfaction and Perceived Audit Quality in Local

  Governments,” Suzanne Lowensohn, Laurence Johnson, and Donald Samelson

  (Colorado State University)

“The Information Content of the Local Fund Balance: Comparing the Influence of 

  Economics, Organization, and Management,” Justin Marlowe (University of Wisconsin

  at Milwaukee)

“The Effects of Nonprofit Organizational Factors on Private Donations: Evidence

  from Recent Data on the Nonprofit Times 100,” Nucholas Marudas (Auburn

  University) and Fred Jacobs (Georgia State University)

“Assessing Models of Financial Vulnerability for the Nonprofit Sector,” Elizabeth

  Keating (Harvard University), Mary Fischer (University of Texas at Tyler), and

  Teresa Gordon (University of Idaho).

The two doctoral research proposals were both from students at the University of Houston:  The proposals and authors were:

“Determinants of Efficiency Factors in Public Hospitals,” Rabih Zeidan

“Information Content of NFP Annual Reports and its Determinants,” Cathy Liu.

Annual Meeting Workshops

Education

The education workshop is entitled “Governmental and Nonprofit Instruction: The Other Stuff.” Topics and Speakers include: 

“General NFP Instruction” – Rita Cheng (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee)

“Hospitals” – Dana Forgione (Florida International University) and Louis Stewart

“Colleges and Universities” – Susan Koch and Mary Fischer (University of Texas at

  Tyler)

“Not-for-Profits” – Kathy Jervis, Linda Pasrons, and James Strachan

Research

The research workshop is entitled “Contemporary Issues and Research Relating to Disclosure Practices in Governments and Nonprofits.”  Speakers include:

Charles Barragato (Long Island University)

Dana Forgione (Florida International University)

Jesse Hughes (Old Dominion University)

Elizabeth Keating (Harvard University)

Jim Kurtenbach (State Representative-Iowa House of Representatives and Iowa State
  University)

Gerard Keffer (Chief – Federal Programs, U.S. Bureau of Census)

Jacqueline Reck (University of South Florida)

Regional Meeting Workshops

Papers Noted

Jeffrey Callen (University of Toronto), April Klein (New York University) and Dan 

  Tinkelman (Pace University) – “Board Composition, Committees and Organizational

  Efficiency: The Case of Nonprofits,” December 2003 issue of Nonprofit and

  Voluntary Sector Quarterly.

Louella Morre, “Infrastructure Reporting Practices by State Governments in 2002,”

  presented at the International Academy of Business and Public Administration

  Disciplines meeting, January 23-4 in New Orleans, LA.  Major findings reported in

  the Spring, 2004 issue of Government and Nonprofit Accounting. 

Wanda Wallace published “A Primer on Internal Controls and Auditing: Crucial to Government and the Economy” by the Association of Government Accountants. 

Dissertations Completed

Section Activities

Teresa Gordon has been selected by the National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) as the academic representative to the Accounting Principles Council to succeed Mary Fischer.

The GNP Section has been asked to nominate a person to the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) Public Sector Committee (PSC) Consultative Group. Current members include Bob Freeman (Texas Tech University) and Jesse Hughes (Retired – 

Old Dominion University).

Events in the Government/Nonprofit World During the Year

Robert H. Attmore was elected Chairman of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, effective July 1, 2004. Mr. Attmore will succeed Tom Allen, who has been Chairman of GASB since 1995.  Mr. Attmore is former Deputy State Comptroller, New York State and is presently President of Attmore & Associates in Albany, New York.

GASB has a project on its agenda for guidance related to the display and disclosure of pollution remediation obligations.  A Preliminary Views document is scheduled for the fourth quarter of 2004. Katherine Jervis, Washington and Lee University, is developing research related to this topic.

The FASAB has had a complete turnover in its membership and is considering changes in its earlier position on social insurance (social security and medicare) which is to record as a liability only the amount due and payable. SFFAS 17, Accounting for Social Insurance, also called for supplemental reporting including a “Statement of Social Insurance,” (SOSI).  SFFAS 25 recently defined the SOSI as a basic statement but did not call for the recording of the discounted amount in the balance sheet.  In a related development, the Public Sector Committee of the IAFC published two invitations to comment, including one on accounting for social policies.

The AICPA’s Members in Government Committee has been renamed the Governmental Performance Accountability Committee (GPAC).  Currently the GPAC is working on a recruiting video to encourage more CPA’s in government.  This will be presented at the AAA annual meeting as a part of David Walker’s speech. In addition, the GPAC has created a Center for Government Audit Quality and a related audit committee member/elected official toolkit. The center will house a website under www.aicpa.org.

The CIAPS continues to offer 5 or 6 complimentary registrations to its annual GAAC conference in exchange for newsletter contributions on conference sessions to The CPA Letter. This offer is made through GPAC.

The Public Sector Committee (PSC) of the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) has recently released an updated study providing guidance on the transition to accrual basis of accounting. This document is entitled, “Transition to the Accrual Basis of Accounting: Guidance for Governments and Government Entities.” In addition, the PSC issued two invitations to comment.  These are “Accounting for the Social Policies of Governments,” and the second is “Revenue from Non-Exchange Transactions (Including Taxes and Transfers).

The 10th World Congress of Accounting Historians will be held August 1-5, 2004 with the dual venue of St. Louis, MO and Oxford, MS. David Walker, Comptroller General of the U.S. will be a speaker on the subject of the history of GAO.  The venue will then change to Oxford, MS, which houses the National Library of the Accounting Profession, the largest accountancy library in the world.  Speakers will be from at least 17 different nations.

GASB issued Technical Bulletin (TB) No. 2004-1, Tobacco Settlement Recognition and Financial Reporting Entity Issues.  This document answered six questions related to tobacco settlements between the tobacco industry and the states, primarily in the area of revenue recognition.  Many of the state governments have issued debt through separate legal entities. The TB clarified guidance regarding revenue recognition and on whether these separate legal entities are component units.

GASB issued Statement 43, Financial Reporting for Postemployment Benefit Plans Other Than Pension Plans. This statement, which is expected to have a large impact on the reported financial position of governments, treats postemployment benefit plans generally in the same manner as pensions.  However, since most governments do not have resources available for payment of these liabilities, those governments will be reporting liabilities in the government-wide Statement of Net Assets.  GASB Statement 44, Economic Condition Reporting: The Statistical Section was also issued. This Statement provided new guidance regarding the statistical schedules to be included in the CAFR.

Materials on File

Government & Nonprofit News, Volume 27, Number 3 (Fall, 2003)

Government & Nonprofit News, Volume 28, Number 1 (Spring, 2004)

Government & Nonprofit News, Volume 28, Number 2 (Summer, 2004)

� “Environmental Project,” Kathryn Jervis, Government & Nonprofit News (Spring, 2004)


� “Federal Accounting,” Robert Bramlett, Government & Nonprofit News (Spring, 2004)


� “AICPA,” Donald R. Deis, Jr. Government & Nonprofit News (Spring, 2004)


� “Recent Developments in International Standards,” Anthony J. Amoruso, Government & Nonprofit


  News, (Spring, 2004)


� “World Congress of Accounting Historians to Feature Governmental Accounting,” Dale L. Flesher,


  Government & Nonprofit News (Spring, 2004).


� “GASB Update,” by Terry Patton, Government & Nonprofit News (Spring, 2004)


� Ibid. 
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