
 
Council Meeting Agenda 
Saturday, March 22, 2014 

8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Hotel Valley Ho, Valley Ho Room  

 
Council Members Attending 

Board of Directors 
Mary Barth, President 
Christine Botosan, President-Elect 
Karen Pincus, Past President 
Dale Flesher, Vice President–Finance 
Stephen Moehrle, Vice President–

Finance-Elect  
Steven Kachelmeier, Vice President–    
     Research & Publications 
David Stout, Director–Focusing on  
     Membership 
Recep Pekdemir, Director–Focusing on  
     International 
Robert Lipe, Director–Focusing on 

Intellectual Property 
Anne Christensen, Director–Focusing on  
     Segments  
Tracey Sutherland, Executive Director 
 

Council Officers 
Patricia Poli, Chair 
Hughlene Burton, Chair-Elect 
Robert Allen, Past Chair 
International Members-at-Large 
Elizabeth Demers 
Dan Elnathan 
Region Representatives 
Nancy Uddin, Mid-Atlantic 
Mehmet Kocakulah, Midwest  
Susan Hughes, Northeast 
David Stott, Ohio  
Maria Leach, Southeast 
Bambi Hora, Southwest 
Stephen Wheeler, Western 

Section Representatives 
Steven Kaplan, ABO 
Elaine Mauldin, AIS  
Don Finn, APLG 
Sandra Callaghan, ATA 
Audrey Gramling, AUD 
Kathryn Epps, DIV 
Marlene Plumlee, FARS  
Timothy Louwers, FIA 
Donald Ariail, GIWB 
Dana Forgione, GNP 
Ervin Black, IAS  
Leslie Eldenburg, MAS 
Steven Mintz, PI 
Graham Gal, SET  
Susan Crosson, TLC 
Markus Ahrens, TYC 

Guests & Staff Attending 
Dale Karren, Petrous Inc. 
Julie Smith David, Chief Innovation Officer  

Barbara Brady, Member and Leader Services Director 
David Boynton, Segment Services Manager 

Unable to Attend  
Alan Reinstein, Vice President-Education 
Shaun Budnik, Director-Focusing on Academic/Practitioner Interaction 

 

 
Minutes 

A. Welcome – Pat Poli welcomed everyone and introduced Dale Karren, Petrous, Inc. The agenda was reviewed and no 
additions/changes were made.  

 
MSC to approve the minutes of the November Council meeting. 

 
B. Ad Hoc Council Advocacy Task Force Report – Bob Allen reported on key changes that the Task Force made after the 

November Council Meeting to its proposal regarding the purpose and structure of the Advocacy Review Committee (ARC). 
The proposal now describes how the ARC will receive and screen advocacy proposals, and how Council will provide final 
approval on all advocacy positions. The proposed structure of ARC has been simplified.  The parties eligible to submit 
proposals to ARC have been defined. Lastly, the proposal requires ARC to report periodically to Council on the status of 
proposals in development. Council discussed the merits of the Task Force’s revised proposal. 

  
MS to approve the task force’s proposal in its entirety. An amendment to the motion was proposed and accepted to allow 
members of the Board of Directors to submit advocacy proposals directly to ARC.  
 
MSC to approve the Task Force’s proposal so amended. 

 
C. Sharpening Our Vision II – Tracey Sutherland gave an overview of the topics that would be discussed during this part of 

the Council meeting. She then introduced Karen Pincus who provided reflections on how the Sharpening Our Vision 
project has progressed so far, and described how the project has evolved into Sharpening Our Vision II, with its two active 
task forces – one focused on determining the AAA’s strategic initiatives, the other focused on improving the AAA’s 
operations. Tracey Sutherland supplemented Karen’s overview by informing Council of the Board’s reevaluation and 
recommitment to the AAA’s Mission Statement and Vision Statements; of the development of the revised Desired Future 

Chair, Pat Poli called the meeting to order at 8:30am. A quorum was present. 



Minutes 
States into an exposure draft which will now be made available to all AAA members for their review and comments; and of 
a request for Council to review the AAA’s “Roles and Responsibilities” document, and to send her any comments that they 
may have on it. Tracey introduced Dale Karren who led Council through an activity to prioritize and categorize the ideas for 
strategic initiatives, which they had assisted in generating during Sharpening Our Vision I. The activity highlighted how 
members of Council saw the majority of these ideas as potential products and services aimed at serving society, rather 
than members of the AAA. 

 
D. Sharpening Our Vision II and Financial Implications – Julie Smith David provided a detailed overview of how the task 

forces in Sharpening Our Vision II were designed to work. Christine Botosan gave a brief summary of the work done so far 
by Sharpening Our Vision II Task Force One – Strategic Initiatives. The Task Force has so far established consensus 
around the idea of creating multiple “Centers” within the AAA. These Centers would allow for greater collaboration across 
AAA sub-communities; the ability to better sustain efforts for critical projects; and opportunities to generate new revenue 
streams for the AAA. The Task Force will continue to develop the idea of Centers into a business plan that will be put 
forward to the Board of Directors for their consideration and approval. Stephen Moehrle gave a summary of the work done 
so far by Sharpening Our Vision II Task Force Two – Operations. Task Force members would be divided into three teams 
that would develop a draft of the AAA’s Core Values; outline a more flexible financial model for the AAA; and review the 
AAA’s current operations, respectively. Dale Karren led Council through a brainstorming activity to identify the AAA’s Core 
Values. Each table then reported out on the set of values they came up with during the activity.  

 
Julie Smith David gave an overview of how the AAA’s budget reflects the Sharpening Our Vision activities, and the AAA’s 
current strategic plan. Dale Flesher described the Finance Committee’s recommendation to change the AAA dues prices 
for 2014-15.  
 
MSC to approve the proposed AAA dues prices for 2014-15.  

 
E. Auditing Proposal discussion – Audrey Gramling summarized the history and intent behind the Auditing Section’s 

proposal to modify the AAA Annual Meeting’s submission system in order to streamline the process of managing 
reviewers, and to increase the size of the reviewer pool. Julie Smith David then described the feedback that was received 
from section executive committees to Council’s report on the Auditing section’s proposal, which was created at the 
previous Council Meeting. Based on this feedback, Julie recommended that the Sharpening Our Vision II Strategic 
Operations Task Force should be responsible for addressing the issues central to this matter, as it fits with this task force’s 
overall charge. This recommendation was given support by Council. 

 
E. Doctoral Consortia Task Force update – Mary Barth reported on the Task Force’s developing recommendations for 

improvements to the AAA’s and to segments’ doctoral consortia, including new, well-publicized grant opportunities to non-
U.S. based students and faculty to encourage their participation at the consortia, and the establishment of a committee of 
the coordinators of each consortium in order to allow them to share information and best practices. 

 
F. Publication Ethics Task Force update – Julie Smith David reported on the status of the work being done by this task 

force. She then described the AAA’s new procedures for monitoring submissions to The Accounting Review, which serve 
to ensure that each submission’s content is thoroughly original and includes appropriate citations.   

 
G. Election for 2014-2015 Council Chair-Elect with updates – Pat Poli gave Council time to review the nomination 

information for each nominee. Pat then described the voting process that would be used to elect a nominee as Council 
Chair-Elect. 

 
Audrey Gramling was elected as the 2014-15 Council Chair-Elect. 

 
Short Topics reported on during the vote counting process: 
 
2014 Annual Meeting: Mary Barth described the major highlights that have been confirmed for the 2014 AAA Annual 
Meeting. 
 
2015 AAA Annual Meeting: Christine Botosan reported on the progress that has been made in preparations for the 2015 
AAA Annual Meeting. 
 
Centennial Task Force Update: David Stout reported on the work being done by this task force.   

 
H. AAA Nominations Committee Member Elections with updates – Pat Poli described the voting process that would be 

used to elect five members to the 2014-15 AAA Nominations Committee, as well as two alternates.  
 
Elected to the 2014-15 AAA Nominations Committee: Gail Hoover King, Mark Higgins, Kevin Stocks, Mark Taylor, Kristy 
Towry. James Hasselback and Bill McCarthy were chosen as alternates. 



Minutes 
 

Short Topics reported on during the vote counting process: 
 
Segment Update: Anne Christensen reported on the progress of the Region Pilot Program. She also reported on the 
topics that have been discussed during the Section and Region Leader Bi-Monthly Webinars. 
 
Executive Director Report: Tracey Sutherland gave a report on the latest developments in the AAA’s services, and on 
news regarding staff at AAA Headquarters. 
 

I. Updates –  
 
Senior Researcher Task Force: Mary Barth reported on the work currently in development by this task force. 
 
Global Engagement Task Force: Recep Pekdemir reported on the work currently in development by this task force. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30pm. 

 


