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ATA Trustee and Officer Meeting 2/28/15 
 
Attendees:   
 

Raquel Alexander Craig Langstraat  

Sandy Callaghan Pete Lisowsky  

Tony Curatola LeAnn Luna   

Diana Falsetta  Jared Moore   

David Hulse  Nancy Nichols   

Lynn Jones  Shelley Rhoades-Cantanach 

Beth Kern  John Robinson  

Kim Key  Donna B. Schmitt   

Ken Klassen  Blaise Sonnier   

 
Excused Absence:  Andy Cuccia 
 
Guest:  Erlinda L. Jones (AAA Senior Director, Meetings and Programs) 
 
The meeting commenced at 7:05am. 
 
The August (AAA Annual Meeting) minutes were approved (Klassen motion; Rhoades-
Cantanach second; approved). 
 
Current Meeting Reports: 
 
2015 Mid-Year Meeting 
 
Diana Falsetta provided an update:  284 total registrations and 6 exhibitors. 
 
She thanked the Teaching; JATA; and JLTR committees.  She reviewed meeting costs 
(doctoral and teaching are separate report) and introduced Erlinda Jones (AAA).  We 
used AAA's CMI vendor for better hotel rate in DC.  Erlinda highlighted AAA’s support 
process for meetings and programs (full list included as an Exhibit).  In short, AAA 
travels to our conferences; AAA prints programs, etc.; charge to ATA is $800 per person 
for hotel and travel (hotel only for the DC meeting, and Erlinda and Debbie shared a 
room); audio/visual company does not charge for travel; there are no fees associated 
with AAA staff because they are salaried; and the meeting manager (AAA Director, 
Meeting Planning) is Debbie Gardner.  Erlinda ask that we be cognizant of our meeting 
location versus the annual meeting (i.e., to ensure variety and increase 
registration/participation). 
 
A discussion ensued regarding using AAA Services for future meetings.  There was 
unanimous support and positive feedback.  The decision was made to transfer services 
to AAA on a trial basis.  Then, the ATA could retract if not satisfied.  A memorandum of 
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understanding may be needed—formal approval (Rhoades-Cantanach motion; Falsetta 
second; approved). 
 
2015 Doctoral Consortium 
 
Pete Lisowsky provided an update:  16 faculty; 43 students; with 6 repeat students (they 
paid themselves); 50 Scholes-Wolfson books provided to students; KPMG at dinner; 
$200 per student provided via Ernst & Young; international participation (Waterloo, LMU 
Munich, and AZ); other student funding included Escoffier awards and 1 other funded 
(details in the separate report provided in advance of the meeting). 
 
2015 Teaching & Curriculum Conference 
 
Nancy Nichols filled in for Andy Cuccia:  the Teaching Conference filled at 80 
participants (max capacity); had a wait list too; and it was late January or early February 
that it sold out. 
 
JATA Conference 
 
Ken Klassen provided JATA conference report:  35 conference submissions; decided to 
select 5 papers in lieu of 4 for the 2015 mid-year conference. 
 
JLTR Conference 
 
Tony Curatola provided JLTR conference report:  only 8 conference submissions; 
rejected 2 before going to Blaise; accepted 4 of the remaining 6; this year held fast to 
November deadline (in past DEC), because in prior year reviewers were required to 
review over their winter break. 
 
Treasurer’s Report, Budget Update: 
 
Raquel Alexander provided an update:  the AAA is changing its reporting to quarterly 
instead of monthly; they will give us a Balance Sheet even though it is not customary for 
AAA; we do not have full sponsorship for the Doctoral Consortium, but  AAA will try new 
membership initiatives. 
 
Finance Committee Report: 
 
Beth Kern provided an update:  all firms have committed (all but one has been invoiced 
and cash flow should be coming in now); financing of the doctoral travel to the Doctoral 
Consortium is via memorial funds’ guidelines. Per Beth, she will produce written 
guidelines for deciding the number of grants each year based on the balances in the 
funds so that future Finance and Doctoral Consortium Committees can make these 
decisions on a timely basis.    The grants are for actual costs up to $1,000.  For 2015 
three Escoffier travel grants were awarded (two international and one domestic) as well 
as one Bauman travel grant. 
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A discussion ensued on how the Finance Committee could be part of the budget 
process. The President-elect  develops the budget.   Presidents have had a deep 
commitment to the ATA, but they may or may not have had prior experience with the 
finances of the organization.  Since the Finance Committee has the Treasurer as well 
as membership with prior experience with the ATA’s finances, it was recommended that 
the Finance Committee along with the Vice-President who is in charge of the Midyear 
Meeting assist with the budget process.  In addition, it was recommended that the 
Finance Committee provide an oversight function of the ATA’s finances with the 
Treasurer submitting the quarterly reports to the Finance Committee for review.  
Discussion of this process change commenced, and positive feedback on changing the 
operating procedure for the Budget Committee (Finance Committee will be involved in 
budget process and procedures (collaboration is key))—formal approval (Callaghan 
motion; Robinson second; approved).  NOTE:  We will also need to change the ATA 
operations manual. 
 
AAA Council Update: 
 
Sandy Callahan provided an update:  AAA Centers for Research Support (Bruce Behn 
[AAA President-Elect] will present key area/detail at today's lunch); Sandy is on the 
Nomination Committee for the AAA Cook ($25,000) Awards Selection Committee; we 
need to put forward ATA members for those awards as well—is this a potential charge 
for our Awards Committee since Cook awards must be outside of AAA Council?; these 
are large dollars and we should have statesperson/representative on the committee. 
 
Publications Committee Update: 
 
David Hulse ask that if we have any updated content on our respective committees to 
please provide that to Sonja Pippin for web updates.  He also pointed out that Ken 
Klassen (JATA Editor) has requested a multi-editor team. 
 
JATA Editor’s Report: 
 
Ken Klassen began the conversation about an Associate Editor for JATA because of 
volume of activity.  However, a clear conflict of interest process in needed.  Ken will ask 
for an ad hoc editor and allow him/her to choose Associate Editors with the 
approval/oversight of the Publications Committee.  As well, the Publications Committee 
needs to update the Operations Manual. 
 
Ken was asked to bring a formal process to the Officers/Trustees at the August Annual 
Meeting.  This calls for enhanced transparency, and the Publications Committee should 
come up with the conflict of interest policy.   Raquel ask about whether AAA has a 
policy regarding funding acknowledgement (e.g., this research was published with a 
grant from XYZ University)?  Per Ken this is on an informal basis (i.e., there is no known 
AAA policy).  Would ATA need a question about this with JATA submissions (need to 
put forward to AAA Publications Committee for a determination)? 
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Per Ken, the JATA Editor’s Report Table 3 is incomplete—want to track by multi-year 
process because there is a concern about JATA conference submissions lingering (e.g., 
18 months), and given revise and resubmits for the journal (and with no action) would 
likely move those to reject (could still remind authors). 
 
JLTR Editor’s Report: 
 
Tony Curotola provided an update:  2 issues per year and now 4-6 articles per issue; 
per Editor’s report (details in the separate report provided in advance of the meeting), 
item #3—it is only the web link to JLTR articles that is on Tax Proof Blog (i.e., report 
suggests full articles are on the Blog); all new submissions are going to the new Editor 
(Roby Sawyers), but Tony will continue with any outstanding submissions under his 
tenure.   
 
Committee Reports and Policy Position papers—Tony suggests there should be a 
better approach with the journal editor and trustees.  Tony will vet policy manuscripts 
procedure and will bring to trustees at August Annual meeting (better transparency and 
fluidity of process).  NOTE:  See next two paragraphs. 
 
Sandy-- Should we/trustees say this is a position we support-- rather than try to review 
and move forward?  This question prompted lots of discussion and concern over the 
process (currently not clear/confusing).  The ATA should leave it to the expertise of its 
members.  If there is a controversial topic do officers/trustees want to be involved?   
Why not redirect through JLTR and then move it forward as a Committee Report and/or 
Policy Paper.  Lynn noted there is an historical question about expedited review.  
 
Nancy and Tony will ask that the current Committee Report (Hughlene Burton is 
contact) under consideration be submitted to JLTR.  Then the paper can come back to 
the trustees as to whether it is a position paper.  Lastly, a two-page policy statement 
(executive summary; suggested by Donna and Lynn) would then come to the trustees 
for approval. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Advisory Board 
 
Sandy (filling in for Andy):  The advisory board met Thursday night.  However, Grant 
Thornton did not make it. 
 
Tax Policy Committee Reports 
 
Per Nancy, this was addressed during the JLTR Editor’s Report discussion.  Tony will 
provide proposed procedure at August Annual Meeting. 
 
New Business: 
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2016 Mid-year Meeting 
 
Kim Key provided an update:  there will be a change in how to book rooms and run 
sessions; as well, per today’s earlier meeting approval, the AAA Meeting/Program staff 
will be involved. 
 
2015 Annual Meeting 
 
Lynn Jones provided update:  94 submissions; 45 acceptances (15 sessions at annual 
meeting), with 2 modeling/1 field study/3 experimental/2 behavioral; there were no legal 
papers accepted to the annual meeting; there were no panel submissions (next year 
may want to do a special call or solicit a few individuals); and the luncheon speaker is in 
process via Jeffrey Frishman (Grant Thornton ATA Advisory Council Member)—either 
someone from Treasury; client; or government is being solicited. 
 
 2017 Mid-year Meeting 
 
Nancy Nichols provided update:  2017 meeting is proposed for Austin, TX; 50 cities that 
have direct flights; formal approval (Rhoades-Cantanach motion; Curatola second; 
approved). 
 
Tax Analysts (TA) Access 
 
Blaise Sonnier provided update:  Blaise had a phone call with TA VP Sales; Blaise 
received the last comment/correspondence a couple of days ago; Blaise indicated TA 
wanted to know how faculty use it; TA will make a decision in the next 3-4 months; there 
appears to be some movement by TA toward faculty having access via signing a 
license—however, this would limit faculty to providing students with a downloaded copy 
(i.e., NO direct student access to TA); officers/trustees agreed that we remove the “free 
subscription” reference from the ATA web site; suggestion provided that perhaps TA 
would give ATA members free access if we give acknowledgment or advertising to/for 
TA. 
 
Research Dissemination Task Force 
 
LeAnn Luna provided update:  work toward bridging AAA research into AICPA journals 
(i.e., Journal of Accountancy; Tax Adviser); write summaries of academic research so 
practitioners can understand this research; there is a chicken and egg problem because 
of timeliness; the journal editor wants timely and relevant research; the objective is to 
identify a process to work with Tax Adviser (i.e., not to pick the papers); AAA Financial 
Accounting and Reporting Section is in the Journal of Accountancy, but only 2 articles in 
3 years; and the AAA Audit Section has a full journal devoted to this.  
 
External Relations Committee 
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John Robinson provided update:  the committee is pursuing ideas with the AICPA; since 
we cannot get more ATA members on AICPA committees (because of AICPA 
constraints), the AICPA could put us on a task force because of our 
research/background; the task force then has an opportunity to bring academic 
research to practitioners; could have sabbatical faculty come on board to run task forces 
because AICPA does not have funds to support these roles; and behavioral researchers 
may be very beneficial because of human biases. 
 
The German ATA participants have expressed interest in a research conference in 
Europe.  John will provide an update at the AAA Annual Meeting  
 
Other ATA participation ideas (including potential to increase membership) include:  1) 
giving part-time instructors access to a reduced rate for AAA membership; 2) what could 
be done to get practitioners involved in what we do; and 3) how do we appeal to full-
time professionally-oriented faculty?  
 
Center for Research Support 
 
Nancy Nichols provided update:  she will work with Donna Schmitt regarding behavioral 
research capacities and ATA needs/requests to access firm employees as subjects; 
might we be able to leverage with new AAA Research Centers? 
 
Other 
 
Raquel Alexander noted that the number of accounting majors is increasing, but the 
number of CPAs going down.  Perhaps firms need to reevaluate salaries.  It appears 
accounting majors are going to consulting and public firms are outsourcing CPA 
functions to reduce costs (i.e., driving salary down). 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:38am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lynn Comer Jones, Ph.D., CPA 
ATA Secretary 
 
 


