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On August 11, 2018, Professor Kenneth “Ken” J. Euske died peacefully in his sleep in Nancy 
and Ken’s beloved home in Pacific Grove, California. 
 
Ken was born in Chicago, Illinois on February 16, 1945, and from an early age displayed the 
creativity, charm, collegiality, determination, and pursuit of excellence that would be his 
hallmark for the rest of his life.  He worked to earn the tuition to allow him to attend his first 
choice of high school, from which through academic scholarships and steady part-time jobs, he 
graduated with honors while being elected class president every year of his attendance.  That 
work ethic and pursuit of excellence took him to Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington, 
where he spent a year abroad in Florence, Italy and graduated cum laude with an AB in 
Economics.  This was followed by an MBA from the Amos Tuck School of Business at 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire; and a Ph.D. in Accounting from Arizona State 
University in Tempe, Arizona.   
 
Between his MBA and Ph.D. studies, Ken started his professional academic career at the 
University of San Diego, where he met Nancy, whose lifelong partnership and friendship grew 
to include many colleagues and friends.  Completing his Ph.D. in 1978, Ken joined the Naval 
Postgraduate School (NPS) in Monterey, California, which became another lifelong love.  In 
addition to becoming a popular professor, and much sought-after consultant addressing 
difficult Fleet issues, Ken became a mentor to generations of budding academics and leaders 
who are making valuable contributions far beyond NPS.   
 
Among his groundbreaking achievements at NPS was the establishment of the Graduate 
School of Business and Public Policy (GSBPP).  Ken was central in developing the initial 
concept of GSBPP and in implementing it from the ground up.  He was its first dean and paid 
careful attention to grooming his successor.  In 2010, NPS conferred upon Ken the title of 
Distinguished Professor, an honorary title, which constitutes the highest honor that can be 
accorded a member of the NPS faculty.  It is reserved for extraordinary, internationally 
acclaimed academics vetted by their peers and approved by the president of the university.  
Ken’s legacy will endure, especially through the endowed “Kenneth J. Euske Dean’s Medal for 
Innovative Contribution to National Defense.” The medal will recognize and honor the 
excellence of an MBA student or of a project group in each graduating class. 



A leader in the fields of behavioral accounting, management, and control, Ken gained an 
international reputation for his research, books, top academic publications, presentations, and 
advice.  He was very active within the American Accounting Association, especially the 
Accounting, Behavior and Organization, and Management Accounting sections.   
Ken served as President of the Management Accounting section in 2006 – 2007. His service to 
the section spans a wider time period, though, dating back to the section’s origins, when he 
served on the initial Volunteer Committee in 1982 – 1983.  Through the years, he contributed 
in various and wide-ranging capacities, including service as a member  (and often chair) of the 
Instruction Committee (1983 – 1985), Research Committee (1985 – 1989), Conference Policy 
Committee (1992), Contributions to the Literature Committee (1998 – 2000), Outstanding 
Dissertation Award Committee (2004 – 2005), Nominations Committee (2007 – 2008), 
Management Accounting Lifetime Contribution Award (2007 – 2010), and Impact on 
Managerial Accounting Practice Award Committee (2008 – 2009). Additionally, he organized 
the section’s 1991 Spring Case Symposium, served as the Faculty Development Liaison to the 
AAA (2000 – 2002), and was a member JMAR’s editorial review board (1991 – 1995). 
In addition to serving on the editorial board of numerous academic journals, Ken was the 
founding editor of Behavioral Research in Accounting, created to fill an important gap in the 
field.  His work is widely referenced and is a testament to the quality of his academic 
scholarship.  Ken also served as a visiting professor at the University of California, Berkeley; 
Darden Graduate School of Business at the University of Virginia; and the School of 
Accounting at the University of Southern California.  
 
Ken’s broad interests brought him into contact with a wide and diverse circle of friends.  He 
was an avid gardener, a jazz lover, an adventurous and curious traveler.  Ken reveled in good 
food and drink.  Ken and Nancy opened their home and hearts, hosting many wonderful 
dinners with friends.  
 
Ken is greatly missed and celebrated by the many whose lives he touched.  His life was lived 
with enthusiasm and joy, enriching those around him.   
 


