
           TOWSON UNIVERSITY/UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE 
                                  College of Business & Economics   
                                            Course Outline 

          Accounting 770  
                             Seminar in Current Topics in Accounting                                
                          Social Accounting and International Accounting 
                                              Professor   M. Freedman 
 
Time:               M  5:30 pm – 8:10 pm                                              Fall  2005 
Office:             Stephen Hall 100G                                      Phone: X44143 
Office Hours:  M  3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
                         (and by appointment) 
 
TEXT :            Cohen, B. & J. Greenfield, Ben & Jerry's Double-Dip, Simon & 

Shuster, 
                        1997. (B&J)  (for Social Accounting) 
                        
                         Radebaugh& Gray, International Accounting and Multinational  
                         Enterprises (R&G), 5th Edition. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
The objective of this course is to familiarize the student with the reading and current 
work in Social and International Accounting. In the first half of the course, Social 
Accounting will be the focus and because it is a relatively new field, the readings tend to 
be in journals.  Students are responsible for reading and understanding the material so 
that they can intelligently participate in a seminar discussion.  The readings will be in the 
reserve library or available electronically. 
 
International Accounting will be the focus of the second half of the course and is 
designed to familiarize the students with accounting in different countries and with some 
of the problems of multinational accounting (including ethical consideration).  In terms of 
the former, we will focus on a few countries from each of the following regions:  Western 
Europe and Japan, Eastern Europe and the Third World. 
 
Since the class is taught as a seminar, the students will orally present many of the articles 
in class.  The presenter will be required to briefly summarize the article and provide an 
extension of an idea in the article that provides a different perspective and teaches the 
class something new. Those students not orally presenting the article must provide a one 
page (maximum) word processed summary of the article (not a copy of the abstract) 
including 2-3 questions to ask the presenter.  
 
Students are required to write two research papers: one on a topic in Social Accounting, 
one on a topic in International Accounting and to present their papers to the class..  The 
papers should be on a specific topic in the field, it should be well researched and if at all 



possible, creative.  Quality is important, quantity is not, nevertheless the paper length 
should be about ten pages.  The Social Accounting paper will be due on November 7th 
(the International Accounting due date will be determined later). More details about the 
paper will be provided during the semester  
 
 
Grade for the course is determined as follows: 
 
Papers 35% 
Presentations 20% 
Exams 40% 
Article summaries                 5% 

          100% 
 
 
The grading possibilities include +/- (A, A-, B+, B, B-, C, F) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Date    Discussion        Readings 
    
8/29, 9/12          General Discussion of Social Accounting      Neimark, Freedman (1989),                                                                                            
                                                                                                  Epstein (2004), Clarkson 
                                                                                                  1991), B&J (pp 13-54) 
                                                                                                     
9/12, 19             Marginalist Economic Theory                        Coase, Freedman (1975)  
 
 9/19, 26            Theoretical Framework and Models               Ramanathan, Clarkson  
                          For Social Reporting                                       (1995), B&J 55-107,                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                   Estes (1974), Dilley and  
                                                                                                   Weygandt, Grojer & Starik 

                                  
                                                                                                   B&J 259-266, 108-160,  
 
9/26, 10/10       Disclosure and Social Audits            B&J 244-253 
                                                                                                   Freedman and Stagliano  
                                                                                                   (2004) 
                                                                                                   Roberts (1992), Patten 

(1991) 
 
10/10/17           Ethical Investments                                          Harte, Lewis & Owen, Rockness 
                                                                                                   & Williams, B&J 161-225 
 
10/17, 24          Environmental Issues                                        Freedman & Jaggi (1995), 

Gray & 
                                                                                                   Bebington (2000), 

Rubenstein 
                                                                                                   (1992), Epstein & 

Freedman 
 
 
10/24, 31          Social Reporting - International     Buhr and Freedman  
                                                                                                   2001, Hergde, et al 
                                                                                                   Jaggi & Zhao,   
                                                                                                   Deegan and Rankin,  
                                                                                                   Gamble et al 1996 
                                                                                                   Freedman and  
                                                                                                   Jaggi 2005, B&J   
                                                                                                   226-235, Teoh and Thong 
 
11/7      EXAM 
International Accounting part of the syllabus will be forthcoming 
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