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Strategy

The committee approached their charge in two phases.  First, committee members examined all other websites sponsored by the AAA and its sections and reviewed the ABO bylaws.  The goal was to identify information that was not included on the ABO website but might be useful if it were made available.  Second, the committee prepared a report of their recommendations from the first phase.  The report was circulated among ABO section officers and other members for comments before a final report was prepared and submitted to the section chairperson.

The report is organized into two sections.  First, we discuss our recommendations regarding maintenance of the ABO section website.  Second, we present a listing of information not currently included on our website that would be useful for ABO section members and others who might use our website as a resource.

We commend the ABO webmaster on a job well done.  The current ABO site compares favorably with other AAA section websites and provides a very useful resource.

Website Maintenance

The effort required to maintain the website will vary in direct proportion to the amount of information provided.  The website will include some pages that will seldom need to be updated and other pages that must be updated frequently.  We believe that responsibility for maintaining the ABO website should be borne by a committee that is chaired by the webmaster.  The webmaster should be responsible for posting content to the site.  Committee members should be responsible for the updating and maintaining content in their assigned portions of the website.  Section officers and committee chairpersons who gather and provide information that will appear on the website should serve on the committee and be responsible for keeping information from their area current.  Establishing such a committee may require amending the Section by-laws and any such requirements must be examined by the executive committee before forming a website committee.

The webmaster must select a site format with objects that function as intended across a variety of browsers (one of us had problems using a recent version of Netscape to view the current site).  Committee members should provide new or updated content for their assigned area in the appropriate HTML format and keep the webmaster informed about outdated material that needs to be removed.

We believe that the current website requires more maintenance than a webmaster could reasonably be expected to provide.  Adding the content described in the next section will increase maintenance requirements even further.  As a result, a permanent website committee should be established.  That committee should make the final decision about what information should be added to the website.  They should also develop operational guidelines for adding and maintaining content.  Those guidelines must recognize variability in the effort required to keep content current.

Website Content

Once in place, the permanent website committee should consider adding the following content to the ABO website.

Research Activities

· Links to papers presented at the ABO research conference and ABO-sponsored sessions at the annual meeting.

· A search engine for locating papers referenced on the website.

· Links to websites for other behavioral-oriented research organizations (e.g. the Society for Judgment and Decision Making).

· Links to websites for behavioral research journals outside of accounting that might be of interest to ABO members.

· Links to web-based research data bases and other resources that might be of interest to ABO members.

Research Activities (continued)

· A listing of behavioral-oriented research conferences for organizations in disciplines other than accounting with link to relevant website.

· Summaries from ABO dissertation award winners

Teaching Materials

· Links to information about doctoral seminars on behavioral research in accounting (e.g. syllabi, reading lists, etc.) or reviews of new books and materials.

· Links to abstracts for relevant teaching materials from journals that publish accounting education materials.

Other Information

· Information about upcoming activities, which is currently included in the ABO reporter, should also be posted in the activities section of the website.

· Information about becoming an ABO member

· Photos of officers.

· A history of the section.

· Committee reports and minutes of meetings.

· A place where people can suggest new links or provide materials that should be included on the ABO site.
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