ACCTG 812-01

TAX RESEARCH

FALL, 2008

INSTRUCTOR:
Jack R. Fay, Ph.D., CPA

PHONE:

620-235-4567

OFFICE:

Kelce 201 G

E-MAIL:

jfay@pittstate.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon.:  11:30-2:00;  3:15-4:15




Tues.:
     12:00-2:00

Weds.:     11:30-2:00




Thurs.:     12:00-2:00

COURSE CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES
The objectives for this tax research course are to provide graduate students an

opportunity to gain an understanding of federal tax research and to develop proficiency

in applying that understanding to a variety of research cases.  This course is designed

for students who are familiar with the fundamentals of federal income tax laws.
The following specific subject areas will be addressed in this course:

1. Tax Research Methodology

2. Primary Sources of Federal Tax Law

a. Internal Revenue Code

b. Administrative Regulations and Rulings

c. Judicial Interpretations

3. Secondary Sources as Research Tools

a. Citators

b. Tax Services

c. Tax Journals and Newsletters

4. Communicating Research Results

5. Tax Planning

6. Tax Administration

7. Computerized Tax Research

REQUIRED MATERIALS

South-Western  Federal Tax Research by Raabe, Whittenburg, and Sanders.



8th edition (2009).

POLICIES
1. Prerequisites:  ACCTG 416 or consent of instructor.

2. Attendance:  Regular attendance is imperative for normal progress through this course. An excessive number of absences will be considered in determining final grades or possible elimination from the course.  Normally, more than two or three absences is excessive.

3. Assignments:  Assigned problems, discussion questions, and cases should be completed out of class and be ready to be discussed in class at the appropriate time. Students should consider the completion of all assignments to be a minimum requirement for successful completion of this course.

4. Grading Policies:  Because of the subject material involved in this course, the course grade  will be based upon several individual research cases, a couple of tax returns, and one exam. Detailed information on the cases, tax returns, and exam will be given later. The maximum point values:  cases = 200;  tax returns = 175;  exam = 100 (total of 475).  There will also be a class grade with a maximum of 30 points based on attendance, class participation, and completeness of assignments.  Total maximum points for the course = 505.
5. Syllabus and Assignment Schedule:  There is nothing in this course syllabus and assignment schedule that cannot be changed should extenuating circumstances warrant it.

6. Please inform the instructor if you have a handicap or disability about which the instructor needs to know.  A student seeking assistance with academic programs because of a handicap should contact:  Ms. Jamie Brooksher, Director of Equal Opportunity, 218 Russ Hall (telephone 235-4189).  Students with learning disabilities should contact:  Ms. Kelly Heiskell, Director of the Learning Center, 225C Whitesitt Hall (telephone 235-4309).

7. Academic misconduct or dishonesty is inconsistent with membership in an academic community.  Please refer to page 38 in the 2007-2009 University Catalog for additional details.

8. Even though this course is primarily designed for tax research on tax issues in the United States, occasionally the instructor will compare certain tax rules in the U.S. compared to those in other countries.  This will be a relatively easy task for the instructor, based upon his more than 45 years of tax experience and extensive research on tax issues around the world.

9. Ethical issues relating to taxation will often be discussed throughout the course. The primary objectives of a tax research course are focused on the techniques of researching a tax question or tax situation; however, ethical questions will be brought up by the instructor and discussed by the class whenever there are presentations of solutions to assigned tax problems by the class.  Opportunities are usually abundant in any tax course to discuss related ethical behavior that should be utilized in solving the tax problem.
10. Our tax research text has been redesigned every two or three years in order to present the most recent tax developments for contemporary electronic methods for research in various course projects. Computerized tax research from LEXIS/NEXIS and CCH Tax Network databases will be required for coursework.

11. You are strongly encouraged to join any of the PSU accounting organizations and attend as many meetings as feasible.

Assignment Schedule

ACCTG 812-01  TAX RESEARCH

Kelce 210   Monday 5:30-8:20 p.m.

WEEK
DATE


ASSIGNMENT

1
Mon., Aug. 25
Introduction, Chapter 1

2
Mon., Sept. 1

No class – Labor Day


3
Mon., Sept. 8

Read Chapter 1; do discussion 






questions 4,5,9,10,16,30,34,38, and 40


4
Mon., Sept. 15
Chapter 1; do exercises 56,61,69,70,74,75,76,and 82.






Read research cases 90,91,92,93,94,95,96, and 98.


5
Mon., Sept. 22
Read Chapter 2; do discussion questions 2,3,5,6,7,






8,10,12,13,14,18,22,23,31,32,34,38, and 39.


6
Mon., Sept. 29
Chapter 2; do exercises 65,66,68, and 69.






Read Research Cases 82,87,88,89, and 90.


7
Mon., Oct. 6

Read Chapter 3; do discussion questions






1,2,3,6,8,11,14,17,18, and 19.  Also do 






exercises 33,35,39,50, and 58.


8
Mon., Oct. 13
Chapter 3; do exercises 72,73,74, and 75.






Do Research Cases 78,79,83,84,85,88,89,93, and 96.


9
Mon., Oct. 20
Read Chapter 4; do discussion questions 1,2,3,7,9,






12,13,14,15,16,18,19,24,25,27,28,30,31,36,37,43,44,






and 47.


10
Mon., Oct. 27
Read Chapter 5; do discussion questions 1,3,4,5,7,8,






9,10,11,13,16,18,19,20,21,23,24,25,26,28,34,35,37,38,






41, and 46.


11
Mon., Nov. 3

Read Chapter 6 (pp. 192-195, 207-212, 213-219).






Read pp. 238-239 in Chapter 7 and peruse the 






rest of Chapter 7.


12
Mon., Nov. 10
Read Chapter 8 (pp. 274-277, and 






peruse the rest of the chapter;





do discussion questions 1,2,3,4,5,6, and 7.


13
Mon., Nov. 17
Read Chapter 10 (pp. 350-352,354). Read Chapter 11.






Several research problems and cases at the end of






Chapter 11 and some other chapters will be assigned 






to each person by the instructor. This work will be done






by using LEXIS/NEXIS or CCH.


14
Mon., Nov. 24
Discussion of research problems and cases.


15
Mon., Dec. 1

Discussion of research problems and cases.


16
Mon., Dec. 8

Discussion of research problems and cases.


17
Mon., Dec. 15
FINAL EXAM  (comprehensive)

NOTES:  Cases for oral presentations will be assigned throughout the course.  The


          research work will be done by using LEXIS/NEXIS or CCH Tax Network.


          The use of PowerPoint for the presentations is very much encouraged 

                but not required.  The last three years everyone in the class used


           PowerPoint.  During the last couple of sessions I will discuss  some items


           in Chapters 12-14.

*Friday, November 7, 2008, is the deadline of dropping the course.

