Minutes of the Meeting of the Auditing Section Executive Committee

American Accounting Association

January 17, 2002

Orlando, Florida

Present: Abe Akresh (Vice President - Practice), Andy Bailey (Historian), Mike Bamber (President), Joe Carcello (Vice President – Academic), Stan Biggs (Past President), Audrey Gramling (Secretary), Rick Tubbs (Treasurer)

Guests at various times throughout the meeting:  Jeff Cohen – 2002 MY Conference Chair; Randy Elder – 2002 AAA Annual Meeting Program; Mark Taylor – Editor of The Auditor’s Report
Bamber, President, called the meeting to order at 8:15 am.  Bamber began by providing an overview of the meeting.

Approval of August Minutes (A. Gramling)

Gramling noted that the minutes of the August 12, 2001, and August 14, 2001, Executive Committee Meetings, which took place during the 2001 AAA Annual meeting in Atlanta, GA, had been approved unanimously by the XC through an online process.  

Evaluation of the First Online Election (S. Biggs, A. Gramling)
Biggs reported that approximately 330 members voted in the online election during Fall 2001.  This level of voting is comparable to that of other sections using online voting.  

Biggs also noted that both reminders to vote (11/14/01 and 11/26/01) sent subsequent to the first notice increased participation.

The cost to the Section for on-line voting was a per page charge (total cost was $30.00) for the online form and bios.  

ACTION:  Gramling will announce the winners of the election at the 2002 Business Meeting.

Doctoral Consortium Policy Statement (R. Tubbs)

Tubbs provided a revised statement on Policies and Procedures for Scheduling and Planning the Annual Doctoral Consortium.  

Bamber noted that attendance at the 2002 Doctoral Consortium registration was approximately 39.  The XC will continue to monitor attendance levels in subsequent years.

ACTION:  Bailey will modify the Operating Manual to reflect this revision.

Name of Midyear Meeting/Conference (M. Bamber)

Bamber initiated discussion on whether it would be appropriate to call the Auditing Midyear Meeting a Meeting (MYM) or a Conference (MYC). The XC discussed the two alternatives and deemed it appropriate to refer to this midyear activity as a conference (MYC). 

ACTION:  Bailey will modify the Operating Manual to reflect the change in terminology to Auditing Midyear Conference (MYC).

CPE Session and Other Reimbursements of Members and Non-members – Operating Manual II F, G (M. Bamber)

Bamber discussed possible policy revisions related to reimbursements.  The XC deemed the following changes appropriate.

· For CPE sessions, it was deemed that the XC would need to approve any travel reimbursements for non-members who are CPE presenters.  For CPE sessions, the XC will need to approve any travel reimbursements for members who are CPE presenters, and cannot obtain reimbursement from their own institution.  (Section F)

· For reimbursement of XC members attending the XC meetings, it was deemed that a revision be made to the Operating Manual to reflect that reimbursement will only occur when it is not available from the XC committee member’s own institution.  (Section G)

· For reimbursement of Mid-Year Conference Planning committee members, it was deemed that a revision be made to the Operating Manual to reflect that reimbursement will only occur when it is not available from the committee member’s own institution.  (Section G)

ACTION:  Bailey will revise the Operating Manual to reflect these revisions.

Section’s Website:  Links and Website Format (A. Gramling)

Bamber discussed whether the Section’s websites should contain relevant links (e.g., IIA’s The Educator newsletter) to/from the website that would benefit Section members.  Bamber proposed a policy that would allow links for non-commercial auditing or assurance related web sites that are likely to be of broad interest to members of the Section.  

Bailey made a motion and Tubbs seconded the motion that the operating manual be revised to outline the duties of the Webmaster and specify the above policy for links to/from the Section’s website.  The XC unanimously approved the motion.  

Gramling discussed the need to modify the homepage, and related links, so that they are current.

ACTION:  Bailey will revise the operating manual to reflect the approved change.

Bamber will make arrangements with the AAA to have a AAA representative attend the Auditing Section’s XC meetings held in conjunction with the AAA meetings in San Antonio in August 2002 to discuss website policies and “best practices.”

Gramling will talk with the Webmaster (G. Gray) to ask the Webmaster to outline the charge of the Webmaster.  This charge will be included in the operating manual.  Further, Gramling will ask G. Gray to plan to attend the XC meetings held in conjunction with the AAA meetings in San Antonio in August 2002.  Gramling will also advise the Webmaster of the newly approved policy on links to/from the section’s websites.

Operating Manual Revisions (A. Bailey)

Bailey presented, and the XC discussed, a number of potential editorial changes to the Operating Manual.  

Bamber moved, and Carcello seconded that we accept all discussed changes.  The XC unanimously approved the motion.

ACTION:  Bailey will revise the Operating Manual as discussed and approved by the XC.  

Bamber will follow up with AAA to obtain information on the annual subscription fee to libraries, institutions, companies, and individuals who are not members of AAA (Section C).

Treasurer’s Report (R. Tubbs)

Tubbs distributed the Treasurer’s Report and provided an analysis of the cash decrease for fiscal year 2001.  Tubbs discussed the results for the first three months of fiscal year 2002.  Tubbs also presented and discussed a budget for fiscal year 2002.  

Akresh moved that we accept the Treasurer’s report.   Biggs seconded the motion and the XC unanimously approved the motion.

Proposed Dues Increase to Address Operating Deficit (R. Tubbs, M. Bamber)

The XC discussed various ways to increase revenues/decrease expenses.

Bamber moved that we propose a $15 annual dues increase for full members at the Business Meeting on January 18, 2002.  Carcello seconded the motion and the XC unanimously approved the motion.

ACTION:  Bamber will propose the dues increase at the Business Meeting on January 18, 2002, and ask for a vote on the increase by the attending members.

Section’s Complimentary Mailing List (M. Bamber)

Bamber discussed the complimentary mailing list that the Section currently has.  The XC discussed possible criteria for inclusion on this list.

ACTION:  Akresh will discuss with the Auditing Standards Committee the possibility of that committee being responsible for updating and maintaining the list.

Paper Submission Fee for Auditing Section MY Conference (M. Bamber for B. Ramsay)

The XC discussed whether it would be appropriate to require a submission fee for papers submitted to the Auditing Section MY Conference.  It was determined that a paper submission fee will not be pursued at this time.

PAC (A. Akresh)

Akresh noted that the PAC is still in need of a chair, but he is following up on getting the position filled.   

ACTION:  Bamber will follow up to determine what other organizations do in terms of institutionalizing the membership of PAC.

Akresh will follow up on obtaining a PAC chair, adding members to the PAC, and organizing a PAC Panel session at the 2002 AAA Annual Meeting.  Akresh will follow up with G. Krull (the incoming VP – Practice) about his upcoming role.

Communications Committee’s Activities (M. Bamber for R. Debreceny)

Web-based journal:  Bamber noted that Debreceny is preparing a manuscript on web-based publishing to share with the XC.  

Section name change feedback:  The Communications Committee is in process of finalizing a report on a possible name change for the Auditing Section.  207 members responded to a Web-based survey on a possible name change for the section.  The responses of Section members will form the basis of this report.
ACTION:  The XC will wait to receive the manuscript from the Communications Committee before deciding how to proceed with the Web-based journal.  The XC will wait to receive a final report from the Communications Committee related to a possible name change.

Bamber will contact Debreceny about allowing the survey to be made available to section members for an additional period of time.

Other Business

Biggs discussed the possibility of the section making provisions for additional awards to be presented by the Section (e.g., Innovation in Education/Teaching).  The XC approved implementation of an Innovations in Education Award.

ACTION:  Bamber will prepare a written description of an Innovations in Education award to forward to the XC for review and approval.  

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS VISITORS:

2002 Midyear Conference Update (J. Cohen)

Cohen updated the XC on the 2002 MY Conference.  Approximately 250 people were registered for the meeting.  92 papers were submitted for consideration; approximately 145 reviewers were used in the review process.  Cohen described the various panels that were put together for the conference.  Bamber asked Cohen to write a report on the 2002 midyear conference for the next issue of The Auditor’s Report.  

The XC thanked Cohen for the great job he did in organizing the 2002 Midyear Conference.

2002 AAA Annual Meeting (R. Elder)

Elder provided a report on paper submissions for the 2002 AAA Annual Meeting.  As of January 17, 2002, the Auditing Section members submitted 77 papers to the 2002 AAA Annual Meeting.  

The XC thanked Elder for his hard work on this activity.

The Auditor’s Report  (M. Taylor) 

Taylor updated the XC on activities related to The Auditor’s Report.  The move to electronic dissemination was very successful.  Taylor suggested the possibility of assembling a board of contributors that would contribute articles to The Auditor’s Report.  Taylor will draft a plan for assembling a board of contributors to present to the XC.  The XC thanked Taylor for his hard work on The Auditor’s Report.  

The meeting adjourned at approximately 4:30 pm.

Submitted by Audrey A. Gramling, Georgia State University

Secretary

