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Presidentôs Letter 

 What an honor it is to serve with you as we pursue  
our collective mission! As we begin another year, it is always  
good to remind ourselves just what we are all about.  
Our mission statement is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Keeping our mission statement in mind and reflecting on the many 
initiatives, both new and ongoing, that are underway for the current year, it 
looks to be a great year. Iôm excited to have the opportunity to report on 
these initiatives that, in keeping with our mission, are designed to promote 
excellence in all that we do. 
 First is our mid-year meeting, to be held in Charleston, SC, from 
January 7-10, 2009. This is our core means of promoting excellence in 
research, teaching, and practice for both new scholars and those of us who 
are not so new (we prefer experienced to ñoldò but will answer to either). In 
addition to great networking opportunities and both research and education 
paper sessions, we have one of our own members, Nancy Bagranoff as 
President-Elect of the AAA, presenting at the plenary session and two very 
current and intriguing topical speakers for lunch. The Friday lunch speaker 
will be from ISACA on new COBIT initiatives. The Saturday lunch speaker 
will be from KPMG on Green IT. Immediately preceding the conference, 
Brad Tuttle has put together an excellent program for new scholars and we 
have a new workshop. Roger Debreceny and ISACA are initiating a new 
afternoon Workshop on IT Governance and Assurance. The workshop 
promotes excellence in all three areas of research, teaching, and practice 
and I encourage you to come a day early and partake in this opportunity for 
pursuing excellence. Finally, weôve also arranged an excellent opportunity 
for continued networking in a more relaxed environment. On Friday 
evening, we will have a private dinner cruise of the beautiful Charleston 
Harbor in a yacht with climate controlled dining salons. Please thank 
Marianne Bradford for organizing the meeting, and Faye Borthick and 
Ronny Daigle for coordinating the paper selection process. Please come 
and make this the best mid-year meeting ever! 
 This is also the year we will be publishing our fourth volume of C3, 
A Compendium of Classroom Cases and Tools. C3 offers valuable active 
learning exercises to engage our students in better understanding the 
nature of accounting information systems in a variety of contexts. Given the 
constantly changing nature of information systems, the tri-annual 
publication of instructional materials is an important collaboration in our 
pursuit of excellence. 
 We also are involved in several new initiatives this year. The first is 
to begin work on a special section of JIS, ñReviews of Information Systems 
Researchò that will publish selected reviews of a stream of research in 
information systems (IS). The reviews will seek to align that stream of 
research to current and future research in Accounting Information Systems 
(AIS). Short proposals are due November 30. If you are interested, see the 
call for papers on our web site. 
 A second new initiative is to promote partnerships with related 
professional associations. This year we are working on expanding our 
partnership with ISACA. The Workshop of IT Governance and Assurance 
(WITGA) held in conjunction with the mid-year meeting is one outcome of 
this expanded partnership. Another initiative is to proactively promote an 
academic career among ISACA members with a goal of increasing the 
PhD candidate pool. With that in mind, we need to gather information about 
schools who offer PhD programs with a concentration in IS. If you havenôt 
sent me the information and your school would be interested in being 
included in the promotion, please send me a brief description of your 
program. We are pursuing several other initiatives and will keep you 
updated as we make progress. 
 Finally, in conjunction with the new AAA Commons initiative 
introduced at the annual meeting, Bruce Dehning and Terry Glandon are 
working with Julie Smith David to develop space where we can work with 
one another and pursue excellence through improved communication. One 
of the ideas we would like to implement is an expert column where 
members could give thought pieces to advance a particular area that they 
are interested in. If you would like to participate please let me know. 
 Now you can see why I am excited about this year. We are working 
on great initiatives in our pursuit of excellence and we have so many 
dedicated volunteers who tirelessly give of their time and energy to make it 
happen. Thank you for this opportunity to work with you! I hope to see you 
in Charleston! 
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   2009 Information Systems Section Mid -Year Meeting 
January 7 -9, 2009 

and AIS New Scholar Consortium, January 7 -8, 2009 

The Information Systems Section of the AAA will hold its 2009 Mid-Year 
Conference in Charleston, South Carolina. The meeting will include a 
plenary speaker, pre-conference workshops, panel discussions, research 
and education paper sessions and forums, and education workshops. The 
7th annual AIS New Scholar Consortium will precede the meeting. Make 
plans now to join us in January!  Register on-line at: 
http://aaahq.org/meetings/2009IS_online.htm  
 
Hotel Information   
Doubletree Guest Suites Charleston ðHistoric District  
181 Church Street 
Charleston, South Carolina 29401  
Tel: 1-843-577-2644   
Fax: 1-843-577-2697  
 
 
 
The Doubletree Guest Suites  
is located on the corner of Church  
and Market Streets in the heart of the  
Charleston Historic District, next to  
Charlestownôs City Market.  
The hotel is steps from famed  
restaurants, King Street boutiques,  
antebellum mansions, "Rainbow Row", Waterfront Park, Charleston's High 
Battery, historic homes and gardens, theatres, carriage rides and more...  

 

Block Rate:   A limited number of rooms have been reserved for the 
conference rate of $119/night, single or double. Reservations are 
guaranteed by credit card number or advance deposit for first nightôs stay 
PLEASE make your reservations as early as possible to take advantage of 
this special room rate by calling 1-843-577-2644 and be sure to reference 
the American Accounting Association. This rate is available until December 
8, 2008.  

 
Note:  we cannot guarantee that any additional rooms will be available in 
the hotel once our block of rooms is sold out, even if the block is sold out 
before the cut off date. You should make your reservations as early as 
possible to help ensure your accommodations. To help us meet the room 
block requirement, please stay at the Doubletree Guest Suites in Historic 
Charleston  
 
Charleston International  is 20 minutes away.  Valet parking: $19.00/day 
 

Meeting Information 
Ā     AIS New Scholar Consortium.  The 7th annual AIS New Scholar 

Consortium will kick off with a reception on Wednesday evening, 
January 7th. The consortium is open to all AIS and IS doctoral 
students and to AIS professors who received their Ph.D. after January 
1, 2005. Consortium attendees will meet on Thursday, January 8th 
and will receive advice from seasoned AIS faculty for successfully 
starting an academic career. The IS section will once again waive the 
registration fee for the entire meeting for doctoral students who are 
members of the IS section. This is made possible by a grant from the 
KPMG Foundation. Attendees may register for the Consortium along 
with their meeting registration through the AAA online registration 
system.  

 
      The Journal of Information Systems Research Development 

Workshop is scheduled for Thursday afternoon. The purpose of this 
Workshop is to promote research by Ph.D. students and faculty new to 
AIS research. Workshop participants will discuss drafts of their working 
papers with members of the JIS Editorial Advisory and Review Board 
and with other workshop participants in order to receive detailed 
feedback to further refine their papers for future journal submission. 
There is no obligation for the authors to submit their completed work to 
JIS, although JIS is one high quality journal outlet that does welcome 
conceptual, theoretical, and empirical AIS and IS papers. 

 
      Workshop on IT Governance and Assurance (WITGA). For the first 

time, the Section is hosting a half day WITGA on January 8th, from 
1:00-5:00 p.m. The workshop will provide a forum for faculty 
interested in researching and teaching IT governance, controls and 
assurance. The section is cooperating with ISACA (www.isaca.org) 
and the IT Governance Institute (www.itgi.org) to run the workshop. 
The workshop will include presentations by faculty and ISACA/ITGI 
thought leaders. ISACA/ITGI leaders will provide WITGA with an 
update on recent developments in IT Governance, including COBIT, 
VALIT, IT Control Objectives for SOX and Basel II and the forthcoming 
COBIT/Risk framework as set out in the ITGI document ñEnterprise 
Risk: Identify, Govern and Manage IT Related Riskò forthcoming in late 
2008. This aspect of WITGA will include guidance on embedding the 
various teaching and learning resources from ISACA into the AIS and 
auditing curricula. Faculty are encouraged to contribute teaching 
innovations, curriculum designs, case studies, class exercises, 
research ideas, research papers and work in progress. We are 
interested in hearing how faculty are going about teaching or 
researching IT Governance and Assurance from a variety of 
perspectives through panel discussion or short presentations (each 15
-20 minutes). 

 
Ā     Concurrent Sessions.   The 2009 meeting will have concurrent 

sessions featuring both academic research papers and education 
research papers. 

 
Ā     Research Forum.   This is an opportunity for authors to discuss their 

papers in an informal setting.   
 
Ā     Attention AIS Educators . Attention AIS Educators! This year will be 

an entire day of activities for AIS educators on Friday January 9th, in 
addition to education paper sessions scheduled during the conference. 
Watch the Section web page for an announcement of the workshop 
topics. 

 
Ā     Strategic and Emerging Technologies Section Involvement .  The 

Strategic and Emerging Technologies Section of the AAA will join the 
IS section in this meeting. Some concurrent sessions will feature 
papers solely from the Strategic and Emerging Technologies Section. 
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Call for Papers ðSpecial Issue of the Journal of 
Information Systems  

REVIEWS OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS RESEARCH 
The Journal of Information Systems (JIS) is the journal of the Information 
Systems Section of the American Accounting Association 
(www.jisonline.com). JIS will publish a special section in the Fall 2010 issue 
entitled ñReviews of Information Systems Research.ò The section will 
include papers that review a stream of research in information systems (IS). 
The papers will align that stream of research to current and future research 
in Accounting Information Systems (AIS). 
 
Papers in the section will: (1) review the relevant IS literature (e.g., decision 
aids, user acceptance, GDSS, data and information quality, value of IT, IT 
governance, ontology, etc.), (2) integrate the relevant Accounting 
Information Systems (AIS) literature and (3) map future research directions 
in AIS and IS. 
 
There is a two-step process for publication of papers in the special section. 
The first stage is a paper proposal. This stage ensures that the special 
section covers those dimensions of the IS literature most relevant to AIS. It 
should eliminate overlap between competing papers. The second stage is 
the formal review of completed papers. Accepted paper proposals do not 
guarantee publication of the final paper, which are subject to the normal 
double blind review process of the Journal. This review process takes place 
in the second stage. 
 
The paper proposal should be no more than four pages in length. It should 
address the following questions: What strand of IS research will the paper 
review? What are the dimensions of the strand? What are some of the 
papers that constitute this strand? What are the major themes in this 
strand? Why is this strand of research important for AIS? How has the AIS 
literature contributed to the strand? What are the potential contributions of 
research in this strand to the practice of AIS? Where is research within 
this strand headed? 
 
Submit the paper proposals using the guidelines for regular journal 
submissions at www.jisonline.com. Payment of the submission fee must 
accompany the full paper in the second stage. 
 
The editor of the special section is Roger Debreceny, Shidler College 
Distinguished Professor of Accounting, School of Accountancy, Shidler 
College of Business, University of Hawaiói at MǕnoa. Email: 
rogersd@hawaii.edu roger@debreceny.com. Do not hesitate to email Roger 
for feedback at any point in the process. 
 
Key dates are:  
Preliminary proposals: Nov. 30, 2008 
Full papers: June 30, 2009 
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Call for A Compendium of Classroom Cases 
and Tools (C3) Volume 4  

The Information Systems Section of the AAA publishes a collection of IS-
related teaching and instructional materials. Sharing your IS-related 
projects and cases will not only help new AIS instructors, but also more 
seasoned professors who would like to use different exercises, but may 
not have the time to develop them. As many of us know, developing and 
validating reliable classroom exercises is very time consuming and also 
requires a considerable amount of experience.  
 
We are interested in any of the following that can be easily and effectively 
integrated into AIS curricula: 

Short Cases 
Class Projects 
Business Simulations, using EXCEL, ACCESS, SAP, etc. 
Other similar materials 

 
This fall semester provides an excellent opportunity to test proposed 
submissions in courses before the deadline for submissions, which is 
shown below. 
 
Submissions must include the: 

instructional resource/teaching note to guide instructors in the use 

of the 

case/project/simulation 

project/case/simulation etc 

solution 

 
We would prefer hyperlinked documents to an index page where the 
documents (teaching notes, solution, case, etc.) linked would be in pdf 
format. Please include a separate title page. Submissions are double-blind 
peer reviewed. 
 
Deadline for submissions: February 15, 2009  
Communicate to authors, 1st round: April 1 
Communicate to authors, 2nd round: June 1 
Final deadline for project completion: July 15 
Posting at AAA Commons: August 2009 
 
Please send your submissions to both of the following two individuals: 
 
Co-Editors: 
 Sarah Bee/Seattle University bees@seattleu.edu 
 Ronny Daigle/Sam Houston State University daigle@shsu.edu 
 
Associate Editors: 
 Doug Roberts/Appalachian State University 
 DeWayne Searcy/Auburn University 
 Eileen Taylor/North Carolina State University 
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  2008 AAA IS Section Business Meeting 
Minutes  

Tuesday, August 5, 2008, Anaheim, CA  

 

Introductory Remarks ï President Bruce Dehning 

There will be a special Issue of JIS in Fall 2010  

      titled ñReviews of Information Systems  

      Researchò.  Paper Proposal for the issue  

      should be 4 pages and should be submitted  

      to Roger Debreceny, by November 30, 2008 

The section has been working to enhance  

      partnerships with ISACA and the IMA.   

      ISACA will be sponsoring a pre-conference  

      workshop at the Mid-Year Meeting and IMA is providing an award 

for the best Educational Paper. 

Next yearôs midyear meeting will feature an entire day devoted to AIS 

Education. 

Members of the IS Section have been leaders in developing the AAA 

Commons.  The section will be the first with a web page on the AAA 

Commons. 

JIS was not accepted for inclusion in the Social Sciences Citation 

Index, but we received feedback that will help us apply again in the 

future. 

The section is sponsoring some excellent panel sessions at the Annual 

Meeting.  Please attend these to show appreciation for the 

speakers who have travelled to present. 

Annual Meeting Report ï Sandra Richtermeyer 

The section has nine concurrent sessions at the Annual Meeting and 

one panel session. 

Six papers were accepted for the forum. 

32 papers were submitted; 4 were redirect to another section, and 22 

papers were accepted. 

65 volunteers provided reviews and 21 people are acting as 

discussants. 

By-Laws Committee Report ï There are no proposed changes 
Treasurerôs Report ï Mary Curtis 

Both section membership and cash balances are growing. 

A significant element of cash growth is the $25,000 per year donation 

for the next three made by KPMG.  The total amount was paid up 

front. 

Mid-year Meeting Coordinatorôs Report (2008) ï Bruce Dehning on 
Behalf of Marcus Odom 

The meeting was a great success. 

Mid-year meeting attendance was down slightly in 2008.  Based on 

feedback received, this may have been due to timing and the west-

cost location. 

Mid-year Meeting Coordinatorôs Report (2009) ï Bruce Dehning on 
Behalf of Marianne Bradford 

There will be a new, pre-conference session on IT Governance 

sponsored by ISACA 

There will be a separate program for IS Educators. 

There will be 3 major awards ï 2 $500 awards sponsored by the IMA, 

and a Best Academic Paper award that will carry an automatic 

acceptance to JIS if the authors desire. 

The deadline for submissions is September 1 

TAR Editor Report ï Jim Hunton 

Steve Kachelmeier is the new editor of TAR.  Steve is very receptive to 

submissions from different areas of accounting research and will be 

striving for diversity in the types of research published. 

In order to publish more AIS work in TAR, submissions must increase. 

The paper review process will be slightly changed.  Steve will receive 

all manuscripts and assign them to the relevant senior editor.  

Authors should state the appropriate area for their papers.  Steve 

will make initial assignments of reviewers, with recommendations 

for changes made by the senior editor in that area.  All decisions 

are made by the senior editor. 

TAR will move from 4 issues to 6, publishing 60 papers per year. 

There are five possible responses for paper ï conditional acceptance, 

revise and resubmit, uncertain (needs contribution clarified), reject 

due to marginal contribution, reject to validity of results 

JIS Editorôs Report ï Paul Steinbart 

The JIS competitive manuscript award is also an area where diverse 

nominations are desired.  The Deadline for nominations will be in 

early January.  To be nominated, the author must have received 

their Ph.D. in the last 5 years. 

JIS Submissions have increased in the last year. 

Regarding our consideration for inclusion in Social Sciences Citation 

Index, we did not apply, but Thompson Publishing chose us for 

review.  Reasons for rejection included the number authors who live 

outside of the US (too few), and insufficient citations to articles in 

JIS. 

Please submit papers addressing a variety of divergent issues. 

Announcements  - Roger Debreceny 

The JIS Special issue described earlier by Bruce will focus on papers 

that review the IS literature and emphasize applicability to AIS.  

These papers will likely be heavily cited. Brief descriptions of idea 

will first be reviewed for relevance and interest. Then authors will 

have time to complete the paper, after which it will go through a 

normal review process. 

ISACA will be sponsoring a Workshop on IT Governance for one-half 

day prior to the Mid-Year Meeting.  A portion of the time will be 

devoted to presentations of materials issued by the IT Governance 

Institute by Institute staff.  The other portion will be devoted to 

classroom applications. 

The Artificial and Emerging Technologies section of the AAA is officially 

changing its name to the Strategic and Emerging Technologies 

Section. 

AAA Commons Update ï Julie Smith David 

The commons is an online, social networking collaboration space. 

Your workspace on the Commons remains in the same location, even if 

you move from one institution to another. 

You create a profile of research and teaching interests. 

Everything on the commons is fully searchable. 

There is even a place to store all letters, copies of papers and other 

correspondence between co-authors. 

The Sections and Regions Areas will be the next aspect to roll-out.  

Our section needs to provide leadership about the appropriate 

section-level content. 

Guest members can access only select aspects of the Commons, such 

as the co-author workspace. 

Awards  ï Bruce Dehning 

JIS Best Reviewer Award ï Greg Gerard 

Outstanding Dissertation ï Won-Gyun No, University of Waterloo, 

Dissertation Chair Efrim Boritz 

Distinguished Service Awards 

Delwyn DeVries ï Membership Services 

Marcia Watson ï Newsletter Editor 

Sandra Richtermeyer ï Annual Meeting Chair 

Two awards were presented for papers at the Mid-Year Meeting 

Best Educational Paper - Guido Geerts and Kinsun Tam, 

ñKaDo: An Advanced Enterprise Modeling, Database 

Design, Database Implementation, and Information 

Retrieval Case for the Accounting Information Systems 

Class.ò 

Best Research Paper - Efrim Boritz and Jee-Hae Lim of the 

University of Waterloo, ñIT Control Weaknesses, IT 

Governance and Firm Performance.ò 

Incoming President ï Elaine Mauldin 

Bruce Dehning was presented with a distinguished service award for 

his work as President. 

There are over 50 officers and section committees volunteers for the 

coming year. 

There were more than 80 volunteers at the annual meeting, midyear 

meeting and journal. 

Thanks to all of these volunteers.  For others, please get involved ï 

your efforts will pay back great dividends. 
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2009 Notable Contribution to the Accounting 
Information Systems Literature Award  

Call for Nominations  
The Information Systems Section of the American Accounting Association 
is pleased to announce its 2009 Notable Contributions to the Accounting 
Information Systems Literature Award competition. The purpose of this 
award is to recognize outstanding contributions of exceptional merit that 
make a direct contribution to AIS research. The winner of this award will be 
honored with a plaque presented at the Information Systems Section 
Business Meeting to be held at the 2009 AAA Annual Meeting. 
 
Criteria for the award  

Impact the work has had on theoretical or applied accounting 

information systems research. 

Relevance to the larger IS research community 

Originality and innovation of the ideas presented in the work. 

Development of an appropriate theoretical foundation. 

Contribution to knowledge in the area of accounting information 
systems. 

Soundness of methodology and analysis (where appropriate). 

 
Nominations should be made to the Chair of the Notable Contributions to 
the IS Literature Award Committee: 
 
Kathy Hurtt  
Baylor University  
One Bear Place #98002 
Waco, TX 76798-8002 
Phone (254) 710-4788 
Fax (254) 710-1067 
kathy_hurtt@baylor.edu 
 
Deadline for nominations is December 31, 2008 . 
 
Selection Process  

Consideration shall be given to peer-reviewed books, monographs, 

and journal articles on research topics and methods in the field of 
accounting information systems. For journal articles, nominations 
are not limited to a particular journal, but should be publications 
recognized as having made a significant contribution to the 
literature in accounting information systems. 

The work must have been published prior to December 31, 2000. 

To be eligible for consideration, at least one of the authors of the 

work must be a current member of the AAA. 

Nominations should be made to the chair of the Notable 

Contributions to the IS Literature Award Committee. 

The work must be nominated by an IS Section member. 

The nominating letter should include statements that assess the 

importance of the work and its current or potential impact on the 
accounting information systems literature. 

Electronic or physical submissions are accepted. Four copies are 

required of physical submissions. 

The committee is not required to accept one of the nominated 

papers for the award. 

Selection of the award winner will be made by the Notable 

Contributions to the IS Literature Award Committee.  Criteria for 
evaluation will include the quality and quantity of the citations.  
Current members of the committee are ineligible for the award. 
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Congratulations!  

Information Systems Section Awards, August, 2008:  
 
Exemplary Service as President: Bruce Dehning, Chapman University. 
 
Outstanding Dissertation Award: Won-Gyun No, University of Waterloo. 
 
Journal of Information Systems Best Reviewer Award: Greg Gerard, 

Florida State University 
 
Outstanding Service Award for Distinguished Service as IS Annual Meeting 

Coordinator: Sandra Richtermeyer, Xavier University 
 
Outstanding Service Award for Distinguished Service in Membership 

Services: Delwyn DeVries, Belmont University. 
 
Outstanding Service Award for Distinguished Service as Newsletter Editor 

2005-2008: Marcia Watson, Mississippi State University 
 
Other Exciting News..  
 
Patrick Wheeler was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor 
effective September 1, 2008.  Congratulations!: 
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AIS Educator Conference  
Colorado Springs, Colorado  
June 26ï28, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Plan to join us for an exciting educational experience while enjoying the natural 
beauty of Colorado Springs. 
 
The conference schedule will include: 
                                Sam Antar  The former CFO of Crazy Eddie, Inc., and a  
                                convicted felon, Sam Antar helped mastermind a securities  
                                fraud that cost stockholders hundreds of millions of dollars.  
                                He will provide you with a new perspective on internal  
                                controls, corporate governance, and other accounting/auditing 
                                issues.  His pro bono presentation demonstrates his passion  
                                to educate society on the dangers and negative impact of  
                                financial statement fraud. 
 
Tushar Padhier  A senior manager with Ernst & Youngôs Advisory Services 
practice, Tushar is active in the implementation and assessment of his clientôs PCI 
Security Standards to ensure the protection of sensitive data.  Tushar will discuss 
the standards, the economic risks of ineffective data security, and the related 
career opportunities available to accounting graduates.  
 
Computer Training  Hands-on training will be conducted on todayôs most popular 
AIS software. Recent conferences have included seminars on SAP, Great Plains, 
Peachtree, ACL, IDEA, Access, Excel, Visio, SQL, and Camtasia. 
 
Educational and AIS Research  Educators and practitioners will share their 
research, educational best practices, and student cases. 
 
Call for Papers  The deadline for research papers and graduate student papers is 
March 1, 2009. Submissions to the Jack and Maye Stewart AIS Project 
Competition are due May 1, 2009. An official call for papers will be emailed on 
November 1, 2008, to educators who have a profile on the AIS Educator 
Association website. Please visit http://www.aiseducators.com/
member_update.asp to create or update your profile. 
 
Cost    The $325 fee includes conference 
 registration, refreshments, and full  
breakfasts and lunches for the three-day  
conference. 
 
 
Recreational Activities   The conference  
hotel, the Colorado Springs Marriott, is  
located within minutes of numerous  
recreational opportunities, including  
Pikes Peak, the Garden of the Gods  
(right), Historic Manitou Springs, and  
the US Air Force Academy. Visit http://www.experiencecoloradosprings.com/ for 
more information. 

Advances in Accounting Behavioral Research  
 

Advances in Accounting Behavioral Research  (AABR) publishes 
articles encompassing all areas of accounting that incorporate theory from and 
contribute new knowledge and understanding to the fields of applied psychology, 
sociology, management science, and economics. The journal is devoted to 
original empirical investigations and reviews that synthesize a specific body of 
literature; however, theoretical analyses, and methodological contributions are 
welcome. AABR is receptive to replication studies, provided they investigate 
important issues and are concisely written. The journal especially welcomes 
manuscripts that integrate accounting issues with organizational behavior, 
human judgment/decision making, and cognitive psychology. 
 

Manuscripts will be blind-reviewed by two reviewers and reviewed by an 
associate editor. AABR accepts electronic submissions and all manuscripts 
should be forwarded to the Editor. The manuscript will then be forwarded to an 
associate editor and reviewers via e-mail. Please incorporate all text, tables, and 
figures into a Word document before submitting. Also, include a separate Word 
document with any experimental materials or survey instruments. Please send 
the electronic documents to the editor at the following e-mail address: 
Vicky.Arnold@bus.ucf.edu.  

 
Vicky Arnold, Editor  Associate Editors:  
Ernst & Young Professor  Doug Clinton , North Illinois University  
Dixon School of Accounting   Ann Lillis , University of Melbourne  
University of Central Florida   Robin Roberts,  
P. O. Box 161400     University of Central Florida  
Orlando, FL 32816-1400   Chris Wolfe , Texas A&M University 
Phone: 407.823.3192   Sally Wright , University of  
Fax: 407.823.3881     Massachusetts Boston 
Email: Vicky.Arnold@bus.ucf.edu 
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In the Literature ~ by Juan Manuel Sanchez  

I hope this e-mails finds everyone doing well this fall! 
 
First off, I would like to thank Ronny Daigle for helping me get a handle on 
this important task!  Ronnyôs careful documentation was extremely helpful 
and allowed for a painless transition. I would also like to thank Adi Masli 
(Ph.D. candidate at the University Arkansas) for his help with this literature 
review. 
 
I decided to keep the existing format largely unchanged as most of you 
may have already grown into it.  I made two minor changes.  First, I 
included a section underneath the abstract providing some information 
about the sample period, the number of observations, the variable of 
interest etc. (of course, I could not do this for some papers as some of 
them may be commentaries or literature reviews).  Second, I decided to 
include a few working papers that may be of interest to our community. 
 
As in previous columns, the focus was on the information systems 
literature as most of you may be aware of whatôs going on in the 
accounting literature.  The papers are categorized within topical areas 
(e.g., Research on Research, Business Value of IT) you may already be 
familiar with. 
 
Please note that the Journal of the Association for Information 
Systems  continues to provide free access to all of its archived articles 
extending back to its first volume in 2000 at their website of http://
jais.isworld.org/contents.asp.  To access any article, enter "readjais" into 
both the UserID and Password boxes. 
 
Thank you very much for the honor of serving the IS Section! 
 
Juan Manuel Sanchez 
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In the Literature: Research on Research  

SOME GUIDELINES FOR THE CRITICAL REVIEWING OF CONCEPTUAL 
PAPERS 
Rudy Hirschheim. Journal of the Association for Information Systems. Aug 2008. 
Vol. 9, Iss. 8; pg. 432, 10 pgs 

Abstract (Summary)   
Many scholars feel that reviewing papers is more an art than a science. Although it 
is not necessarily easy to ascertain a good paper from a bad paper, there are some 
accepted guidelines to help. These guidelines are not meant to be a cookbook, but 
rather a brief introduction to the art of critical reviewing. What a reviewer looks for in 
a paper -- quality of arguments, coherence, contribution, data, analysis, etc -- are 
the same no matter what type of paper it is, although conceptual papers do pose 
more problems, as there is no real pro forma, which, in principle at least, exists for 
empirical papers. The author offers a rough set of guidelines to get started. They 
are structured in eight areas: 1. introduction, 2. content, 3. presentation and 
structure, 4. theoretic foundation, 5. data analysis/interpretation/argumentation, 6. 
results, and 7. conclusions. 
 

UNCOVERING THE INTELLECTUAL CORE OF THE INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS DISCIPLINE 
Anna Sidorova, Nicholas Evangelopoulos, Joseph S Valacich, Thiagarajan 

Ramakrishnan. MIS Quarterly . Sep 2008. Vol. 32, Iss. 3; pg. 467 

Abstract (Summary)   
What is the intellectual core of the information systems discipline? This study uses 
latent semantic analysis to examine a large body of published IS research in order 
to address this question. Specifically, the abstracts of all research papers over the 
time period from 1985 through 2006 published in three top IS research journals -- 
MIS Quarterly, Information Systems Research, and Journal of Management 
Information Systems -- were analyzed. This analysis identified five core research 
areas: (1) information technology and organizations; (2) IS development; (3) IT and 
individuals; (4) IT and markets; and (5) IT and groups. Over the time frame of our 
analysis, these core topics have remained quite stable. However, the specific 
research themes within each core area have evolved significantly, reflecting 
research that has focused less on technology development and more on the social 
context in which information technologies are designed and used. As such, this 
analysis demonstrates that the information systems academic discipline has 
maintained a relatively stable research identity that focuses on how IT systems are 
developed and how individuals, groups, organizations, and markets interact with IT. 
[PUBLICATION ABSTRACT] 

 

THE RANKING OF TOP IS JOURNALS: A PERSPECTIVE FROM THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 
Leslie Willcocks, Edgar A Whitley, Chrisanthi Avgerou. European Journal of 
Information Systems. Apr 2008. Vol. 17, Iss. 2; pg. 163, 6 pgs 

Abstract (Summary)   
The Information Systems and Innovation Group at the London School of 
Economics has developed a distinct profile of social theory driven research across 
a wide range of mainstream and specialist IS topics. In this paper, we explain why 
we do not find existing IS journal rankings appropriate for the assessment of 
quality of the publications of our Group. We present a set of lists of internationally 
recognised outlets that we provide to the committee responsible for promotions 
decisions in our university and we use to advise junior staff and students on where 
they should publish their work. In addition to these lists, decisions on research 
quality in our university require the opinion of specialist experts on both the 
particular outlet of a publication and the publication itself. We argue for the merits 
of our research quality assessment approach and reflect on its risks. 
[PUBLICATION ABSTRACT] 
 

Sample Period :  1985-2006 Research Design: Latent Semantic 
Analysis (LSA) 

N : 1,615 articles Main DV: N/A 

Data Sources : Research articles 
published in MISQ, ISR, and JMIS 

IV of Interest: N/A 
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In the Literature ðResearch on User 
Participation/Acceptance of IT  

ADOPTION OF TECHNOLOGY-MEDIATED LEARNING IN THE 
U.S. 
Zafer D Ozdemir, Kemal Altinkemer, John M Barron. Decision Support 
Systems. May 2008. Vol. 45, Iss. 2; pg. 324 

 

Abstract (Summary)   
Technology-mediated learning (TML) has been a growing trend among 
higher education institutions in the U.S., especially after the inception of e-
commerce. In this paper, we develop an analytical framework that focuses 
on the relationship between the extent of TML adoption and students' 
return from a higher education degree. This framework is used to derive 
hypotheses about how adoption levels should vary based on the 
institutional and student characteristics of a university. Using an extensive 
data set for the 2000-2001 academic year, our empirical work supports 
hypotheses concerning the importance of the quality and location of 
institutions as well as students' time value on the TML adoption decision. 
Specifically, we find that TML is used more in lower-ranked universities, in 
states with high population densities, and at the graduate than the 
undergraduate level. These results provide insights on the kind of 
institutions and program offerings that stand to gain the most from adopting 
TML. [PUBLICATION ABSTRACT] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOW DOES PERSONALITY MATTER? RELATING THE FIVE -
FACTOR MODEL TO TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTANCE AND USE  
Sarv Devaraj, Robert F Easley, J Michael Crant. Information Systems 
Research. Mar 2008. Vol. 19, Iss. 1; pg. 93, 15 pgs 

Abstract (Summary)   
The five-factor model (FFM) of personality has been used to great effect in 
management and psychology research to predict attitudes, cognitions, and 
behaviors, but has largely been ignored in the IS field. We demonstrate the 
potential utility of incorporating this model into IS research by using the 
FFM personality factors in the context of technology acceptance. We 
propose a dispositional perspective to understanding user attitudes and 
beliefs, and examine the effect of user personality-captured using the 
FFM's big five factors-on both the perceived usefulness of and subjective 
norms toward the acceptance and use of technology. Using logged usage 
data from 180 new users of a collaborative technology, we found general 
support for our hypotheses that the FFM personality dimensions can be 
useful predictors of users' attitudes and beliefs. We also found strong 
support for the relationships between intention to use and system use. 
[PUBLICATION ABSTRACT] 
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Sample Period - Present Research Design: SEM analysis 

N : 180 students Main DV: System Use 

Data Sources :  MBA and 
executive MBA students 

IV of Interest:  Conscientiousness, 

Extraversion, Neuroticism, 

Openness, and Agreeableness 

Sample Period -  
2000-2001 

Research Design: Generalized Linear Model 
(GML) 

N :  1,199 Main DV: Technology Mediated Learning 
(TML) enrollment 

Data Sources : Survey 
completed by the 
National Center for 
Education Statistics 

IV of Interest:  Higher tier institutions, public 

institution,  student commute to campus, 

enrollment in undergraduate and graduate 

education 


