WCU - Department of Accountancy  - Fall 2005

COURSE SYLLABUS

ACCOUNTING 625 

ADVANCED ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS 


	Professor:


	Dr. Beth H. Jones, CPA

	Office: Forsyth 224

	Office phone: 227-3465

	Home phone: 293-9209

	Email: bjones@email.wcu.edu


Required Text:
Core Concepts of Accounting Information Systems, 9th ed. by Bagranoff, Simkin and Strand; Wiley, 2005.

Objectives:

This course will emphasize practical application of basic AIS concepts. It has been designed to provide knowledge accountants will need for understanding and using information technologies and for knowing how an AIS gathers and transforms data into useful decision-making information. We will discuss internal control concepts, including Sarbanes-Oxley; business processes; and database concepts. Additionally, we will touch on computer crime, controls and audit; and emerging issues such as electronic commerce, privacy, and XBRL reporting technologies. Hands-on assignments will assure that WCU Masters of Accountancy students have familiarity with Quickbooks and the Microsoft products Access and Excel.

	Grading:
	Points
	Percent

	Corporate fraud / Sarbanes-Oxley paper
	25
	10

	General ledger software (Quickbooks) assignment
	25
	10

	MS Access database labs 
	50
	20

	Excel assignment
	25
	10

	Quiz 1 - Chapters 1, 4, 6, 7
	40
	16

	Quiz 2 - Chapters 3, 5, 10, 14, 15 & database
	60
	24

	Quiz 3 – Hands-on open book exam on Access and Excel
	25
	10

	Total Possible Points
	250
	  100%


Grade Distribution: 

Eight-point scale (92%, 84%, 76%).  I reserve the right to curve grades UP; never down.

A  230  >    points

B  210-229 points 

C  190-209 points

Assignments:

Corporate fraud / Sarbanes-Oxley paper. Research an instance of corporate fraud that occurred between 1995 and 2002. In 8-10 pages (1” margins, 11-point Times New Roman font, numbered pages) give the basic “who, what where, how, why” facts as you understand them and then explain whether or not you believe SOX would have made a difference, i.e., could or would SOX have prevented the fraud or at least uncovered it sooner? If so, how? If not, why not? At least half of your paper should address this question, i.e., at least half of your paper should be an original analysis stating and explaining your position. I will grade on organization, including appropriate subheadings; clarity; content; justification of your position; originality; and writing style, including grammar and typos. Refrain from using the first person (“I”). You must have at least four references – a minimum of two concerning the case and two on SOX.  Turn in a paper copy and put a copy in the WebCT drop box as well. Name it your first initial first name and last name-SOX (e.g. bjones-SOX.doc). 
General ledger software assignment. The general ledger assignment is textbook assignment 8-13 with modifications. Details of the modifications are provided on the course WebCT site. You are to use Quickbooks Professional Edition software, which is installed in the computer lab and will be provided to you in the form of a CD containing a 30-day trial version for use on your home computer. Turn in printouts only.
MS Access database labs. You are to complete five Microsoft Access database assignments, as indicated on the course schedule. Detailed step-by-step instructions and grading sheets for each assignment are provided on the course WebCT site. You will work with tables, queries, reports, forms, macros, and finally, use switchboards to integrate your application. Turn in floppy disk, zip disk, or CD.
Excel. You are to complete an assignment using MS Excel; details will be provided. Turn in by dropping in drop box. Name it with your name, e.g., bjones.xls.
Quizzes 1 and 2. Two quizzes covering the book and readings will be given. Questions will be objective and/or short answer. 

Quiz 3 (Hands-on).  A basic 25-point hands-on, open notes quiz will be given. It will cover Access and Excel. If you have done your own assignments, you should have no trouble completing this quiz successfully.

Late Assignments. Assignments are due by 9:00 a.m. There is a 30% penalty on all late assignments. Assignments are ‘late’ if turned in on the due date after 9:00 a.m. up until 9:00 a.m. the following class period. After that, they will not be accepted.

Attendance.  Each meeting is extremely important as we meet only six times. Therefore, attendance is mandatory and I reserve the right to deduct 10 points from your point total for each half-class missed. 

Academic Honesty Policy.  I take academic honesty seriously. The WCU Graduate Catalog states: “Western Carolina University, as a community of scholarship, is also a community of honor. Faculty, staff, administrators, and students work together to achieve the highest standards of honesty and integrity. Academic dishonesty is a serious offense at WCU because it threatens the quality of scholarship and defrauds those who depend on knowledge and integrity. Academic dishonesty includes:
A. Cheating— intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise.
B. Fabrication—intentional falsification or invention of information or citation in an academic exercise.
C. Plagiarism—intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of some- one else as one’s own in an academic exercise.
D. Facilitation of academic dishonesty—intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help someone else to commit an act of academic dishonesty, such as knowingly allowing another to copy information during an examination or other academic exercise.” http://www.wcu.edu/UnivCatalog/GCatalog/acrg/index.htm
If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonestly, please ask me before you inadvertently create problems for yourself (and me!)

