AC 144: Accounting Information Systems

Nebraska Wesleyan University
Spring 2005, Baillie

Prerequisites: AC 32 and CS 10 or spreadsheet knowledge
Ways to get a hold of me:

Office Hours (SC 230F): 

Tuesdays     10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Wednesdays   1:30 – 2:30 p.m

Thursdays   11:00 a.m. – noon


Fridays
10:00 – 10:50 a.m.

Office phone:
 465-2207,   Cellular:  617-8344,    Home:  486-0670

e-mail: ccb

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

· Excel Packet (provided)

· QuickBooks Packet (provided)
· Pocket folders, pencil, eraser and calculator

Course overview:  AIS is a “hands-on” and project-oriented course.  First, you will complete a manual accounting practice set to understand the flow of financial information through a fictitious company, Chateau Americana.  This will also help demonstrate the benefits (and drawbacks) of using computers to process accounting information.  Next, you will use spreadsheets to solve accounting-related problems, and apply these skills at Chateau Americana. Then, you will become familiar with a commercial accounting software package (Peachtree) and record transactions and prepare report for Chateau Americana. Next, you will explore the power of database systems using Access software with the accounting data of Chateau Americana.  Finally, you will become familiar with QuickBooks accounting software.
GRADING: 

CAST: Manual AIS

20%

Excel Packet


10%

CAST: Using Spreadsheets
10%

CAST: Peachtree

15%

CAST: Access

15%

QuickBooks Packet

15%

QuickBooks Project

10%

Final



  5%

The following grading scale will be used to assign final letter grades:

A+ = 98 – 100%

A = 94 – 97.9%

A- = 91 – 93.9%

B+ = 88 –90.9%

B = 84 – 87.9%

B- =  81 – 83.9%

C+ = 78 – 80.9%

C = 74 – 77.9%

C- = 71 – 73.9%

D+ = 68 – 70.9%

D = 64 – 67.9%

D- = 61 – 63.9%  

COURSE ELEMENTS

a. Comprehensive  Assurance & Systems  tool (CAST):  This text consists of four modules, all of which are  based on the data of a vineyard, The Winery at Chateau Americana (CA).

1. Manual accounting information system:   Using business documents and narrative, you will record transactions and prepare financial statements for the last half of December.  You will need to organize and file your data.

2.  Spreadsheet applications:  You will work with data integrity issues, data analysis techniques (ratios and database functions), and pivottables.
3. General ledger application using Peachtree: You will set up Chateau Americana on this popular accounting software package, as well as enter transactions.

4. Database Application: You will create tables and forms with Access software, as well create relationships and query the database.
b. Excel Packet:  You will be given a series of accounting problems that you will create a spreadsheet to solve.  We will have three class periods in the computer lab.  In addition, you may need to spend time outside of class to complete the packet.

c. QuickBooks: This portion of the course will introduce you to processing transactions with accounting software.  You will work through the business cycles for both a service company and a merchandising company.  
Turning in assignments:  All assignments are expected to be turned in on time and in reasonable appearance.  The manual practice set should be legible, and computer printouts should be formatted and printed out appropriately.  Due dates for each unit will be distributed in class at the beginning of the unit.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the course schedule, and will communicate any changes in class.
Late assignment policy:

Excused absence * – must be turned in by class period following absence
Unexcused absence – half-credit if received by following class period; zero credit thereafter.

*Illness, NWU-sponsored activities (i.e. athletics) or funeral are valid reasons for missing class.  I must receive an e-mail prior to the beginning of class to be considered excused. 

Communication: I rely on Blackboard to e-mail students about course-related issues.  Please check your NWU e-mail account on a regular basis.

Class location: We will start out in SC 235 to complete the manual practice set. Beginning, February 15th, the remainder of the course will be in the library PC lab.

Position Statements

Academic Integrity & Honesty

Academic Integrity is one of the basic principles of a university community.  NWU encourages and expect the highest standards of academic honesty from all students.  The Student Code of Conduct states that “cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty” are subject to disciplinary action.  Refer to the Student Code of Conduct for additional information.

In this course, any form of academic dishonesty will result in either: (a) loss of all points for that assignment or exam or (b) issuance of a grade of “F” for the entire course.  It will also result in a complaint being file with the Vice President of Student Affairs and the University Judiciary.  

Nebraska Wesleyan’s Commitment to Students with Disabilities (ADA)

NWU seeks to maintain a supportive academic environment for students with disabilities.  To ensure their equal access to all educational programs, activities and services, federal law requires that students with disabilities notify the University, provide documentation, and request reasonable accommodations.  If you need accommodations in this course, please notify me so that I can verify the required documentation is filed with Academic Affairs Office and that your accommodation plan is in place.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

T, Jan. 18


Course Overview

R, Jan 20


Transaction cycles, documents, and flowcharts
T, Jan. 25 – R, Feb 10

CAST: Manual AIS 

T, Feb. 15 – T, Feb. 22

Excel Packet – Meet in library PC Lab 

R, Feb. 24 – R, March 3
CAST: Spreadsheets 

T, March 8 – T, March 29
CAST: Peachtree 
R, March 31 – R, April 14
CAST: Access

T, April 19 – R, May 5
Quickbooks

R, May 12, 10:30 a.m.

Final 

