 ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

Accounting 384 – Fall 2004

Prerequisite: Accounting 285
Instructor:
Dr. Diane Janvrin
(djanvrin@iastate.edu)

Office:  3365 Gerdin


Office Hours:
Tues and Thurs 2:00 to 3:25 and by appointment


384 Home page: http://www.bus.iastate.edu/djanvrin/384  

Phone: 294-9450
Course Objectives
To provide students with an understanding of:

· concepts and procedures underlying the automated accumulated and processing of


 accounting data, 

· EDP internal control, 

· use of technology in audit techniques, 

· trends in accounting information systems. 

Course Materials  

Textbook

Accounting Information Systems by Romney and Steinbart, 9th Edition 

Supplemental readings

AICPA Announces 2004 Top Ten Technologies. http://www.toptentechs.com or 
http://www.aicpa.org/download/news/2004_01_05.pdf

Forrt, J. 2004. 10 Tech Trends for 2004. Mercury News
http://www.siliconvalley.com/mld/siliconvalley/business/technology/personal_technology/7612468.htm
Kinney, William.  2001.  Accounting Scholarship:  What is Uniquely Ours?   Accounting Review 

(April):  275-283.

David, J.S., W.E. McCarthy, and B.S. Sommer. 2003. Agility-The Key to Survival of the Fittest in the Software Market Communications of the ACM (May):  65-69. 

Johnston, R.P. 2003. A Strategy for Finding the Right Accounting Software.  Journal of Accountancy (September):   or http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/sep2003/johnston.htm.

Tucker, George.  2001.  IT and the Audit. Journal of Accountancy (September):   or http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/sept2001/tucker.htm.

Winters, Bruce.I. 2004. Choose the Right Tools for Internal Control Reporting. Journal of Accountancy (February):  or http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/feb2004/winters.htm
Ramos, Michael. 2004. Evaluate the Control Environment. Journal of Accountancy (May): or http://www.aipca.org/pubs/jofa/may2004/ramos.htm
Naumann, Jeffrey W. 2004. Tap Into XBRL’s Power the Easy Way. Journal of Accountancy (May):  or http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/may2004/naumann.htm.

Zarowin, Stanley.  2003.  A Napster for Financial Data?  Journal of Accountancy (January):   or http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/jan2003/spec_zar.htm.

Helms, G.L. 2002.  Traditional and Emerging Methods of Electronic Assurance.  The CPA Journal (March) http://www.nysscpa.org/cpajournal/2002/0302/features/f032602.htm.

King, Chula.  2002.  The New, Improved CPA Exam.  The CPA Journal (July):  or http://www.nysscpa.org/cpajournal/2002/0702/features/f072202.htm.

Special Report:  Computerized CPA Exam Only Months Away. 2003. Journal of Accountancy (September): http://www.aicpa.org/pubs/jofa/sep2003/special.htm 

Course Format 

Class time will be spent discussing new material, illustrating techniques by working through examples, completing in-class assignments (short quizzes and team exercises that constitute a formal part of your grade), and reviewing for upcoming exams.

Class Homepage 

The 384 homepage is located at: http://www.bus.iastate.edu/djanvrin/384/default.htm.   It contains information needed for the course including syllabus, practice quizzes, and assignments.  Overheads discussed in class will be available by 5:00 p.m. the day before the scheduled class.  It is very important that you check the homepage regularly.

Course Requirements 

Your course grade will be based on the following components: 

	Component
	Points 
	Dates

	Midterm
	   200
	Oct 7

	Eight quizzes (20 points each)
	
	

	Five team exercises (20 points each)
	
	

	Subtotal for quizzes & exercises:

  13 x 20 points each = 260 points 

  available
	   230
	

	Accounting Software Project
	   200
	See schedule for due dates

	Assignment 1 – Student Profile 
	     20
	

	Assignment 2 – 
	     20
	

	Assignment 3 – 
	     40
	

	Assignment 4 – 
	     40
	

	Assignment 5 – 
	     40
	

	Assignment 6 – 
	     40
	

	Assignment 7 – 
	     40
	

	Assignment 8 - 
	  40
	

	Assignment 9 - 
	     20
	

	Final exam
	   300
	Finals week

	  Total points
	1,230
	


Team exercise and quiz points are allowed to accumulate up to 230 total points.  Thus, you can miss one in-class assignments and still get full credit.  

Exams

There is one midterm in-class exam on October 7th and a comprehensive final exam during finals week.  These exams will include multiple choice, short answer and essay questions.  

You must receive prior approval from me if you will be unable to take the midterm exam.  If you are excused from the midterm exam, your score on the final will generally be used to substitute for that exam.  If you become aware of a conflict that might cause you to miss the final exam, you should inform me immediately.

Quizzes

There are eight quizzes each worth 20 points.  The purpose of these quizzes is to ensure that you learn basic concepts as we go along.  These quizzes are completed on an individual basis, either before class via webct or in class.  There will be no makeups available for missed quizzes.  The items to be covered are shown in the syllabus, and a practice quiz will be available on the web site 48 hours prior to the quiz.   These quizzes are short and cover basic concepts.

Team Exercises 

There are five team exercises each worth 20 points. The purpose of these exercises is to allow you to discover important accounting information systems concepts in an active learning environment.  Teams should consist of two to three students.  Students choose their own teams, and the teams may change from exercise to exercise.   There will be no makeups available for missed team exercises. 

Grading of Quizzes and Team Exercises 

260 points are available on the quizzes and team exercises (160 points on the quizzes and 100 points on the team exercises), but you cannot receive more than 230 points from the quizzes and exercises towards your overall grade.  This 30-point cushion allows for the possibility that you may miss one or two quizzes and/or team exercises due to illness, personal emergencies, or University-related activities.  If you have no such absences, the cushion allows you to receive less than full credit on some of the assignments yet still receive all possible points from the quizzes and exercises towards your overall grade.  If you anticipate missing more than two quizzes and team exercises due to University-related activities, please speak with me before the end of the first week of classes. 

Accounting Software Project  

The Accounting Software Project will be broken into four parts.  More details will be available after the midterm. 

Calculation of Overall Grade 

I intend to grade on a scale no stricter than the following: 

90% = some form of A; 80% = some form of B; 70% = some form of C; 60% = some form of D.  

If you have any questions about any aspect of the grading, please speak with me.

Students with Disabilities

If you have a learning disability that affects your ability to take a quiz or exam, and you believe your condition warrants special arrangements, please speak with me by the end of the first week of classes.  Generally, a medical diagnosis will be required.

Academic Integrity 

I define academic dishonesty in this course as offering or receiving help on an exam or a quiz, or otherwise compromising or attempting to compromise the integrity of an exam, quiz or team exercise.  All cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be handled in strict accordance with University policy.

Tips for Success

1. Whenever possible, you should READ the assigned readings in the textbook before you come to class.  

2. Be an active learner in class.  Focus on following class discussion, not on taking notes.  All important material presented in class has either been made available to you through readings or on the website by 5:00 p.m. the day before class.

3. Attempt the homework before class, on your own.  These are the types of questions you should be able to answer once you have understood the material.  Give each question a reasonable effort, but don’t spin your wheels. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

	Class
	Date
	Topic
	Reading assignment
	Homework
	Notes

	1
	8/24
	Introduction / Top Ten Technologies
	Chapter 1

Top Ten Tech Articles
	DQ 1.8, Problem 1.4
	

	2
	8/26
	Web Site Evaluations

Overview of Business Process
	Chapter 2 
	DQ 2.2, 2.4, Problems 2.1, 

2.3,2.5
	

	3
	8/31
	Introduction to E-business
	Kinney article – concentrate on figures 1 & 2

Chapter 3
	DQ 3.6, Problem 3.4
	Quiz 1 – Chapter 1 to 3

Assignment 1 – Student Profile Part I due

	4
	9/2
	Data Bases 

	Chapter 4 and Appendix  
	DQ 4.1, 4.4, Problems 4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 4.7
	Assignment 2 – Top Technology/Web Site Evaluation due

	5
	9/7
	Data Bases
	Chapter 4
	
	

	6
	9/9
	Data Modeling and Design -


	Chapter 5
	DQ 5.3, Problems 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.12, 5.16
	Assignment  3– Intro to Access due

	7
	9/14
	Data Modeling and Design (continued)
	
	
	

	8
	9/16
	
	
	
	Quiz 2 – Chapter 4

	9
	9/21
	Team Exercise 1
	
	
	

	10
	9/23
	Systems Development and Documentation Techniques 
	Chapter 6
	Problems 6.1, 6.3, 6.10
	Assignment 4 – REA/ERD/Access due 

	11
	9/28
	Real-time Accounting Systems
	Helm article – The CPA Journal  
	
	

	12
	9/30
	Team Exercise 2
	Chapter 17, pages 621-626
	
	Assignment 5 – DFD/ Flowcharts due

	13
	10/5
	Review for Exam
	
	
	Team Exercise deliverable due

	14
	10/7
	Exam
	
	
	

	15
	10/12
	Accounting Software 

Internal Control Basics
	Chapter 7

David et al. – Comm of ACM

Johnston article – Journal of Accountancy 
	DQ 7.6, Problems 7.1, 7.2, 7.5
	

	16
	10/14 
	Computer-based Internal Systems Controls
	Chapter 8

Tucker article– Journal of Accountancy

Ramos article – Journal of Accountancy
	Problems 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9, 8.10
	Quiz 3 – Chapter 7

Assignment 6 – due

	17
	10/19
	Computer-based Internal Systems Controls (continued)
	Chapter 8 (continued)
Winters article – Journal of Accountancy
	
	

	18
	10/21
	Fraud Security
	Chapter 9
	DQ 9.3, 9.6, Problems 9.1, 9.5, 9.6, 9.8
	Quiz 4 – Chapter 8

	19
	10/26
	Reporting Cycle and XBRL
	Chapter 15 

Zarowin article – Journal of Accountancy
	Problems 15.1, 15.4
	Quiz 5 – Chapter 9

Accounting Software Project  Part I due

	20
	10/28
	Team Exercise 3
	
	
	

	21
	11/2
	Revenue Cycle
	Chapter 11
	Problems 11.2, 11.3, 11.4, 11.5, 11.6
	

	22
	11/4
	Expenditure Cycle 
	Chapter 12


	Problems 12.1, 12.3, 12.8, 12.12


	Accounting Software Project Part II due

	23
	11/9
	Team Exercise 4


	
	
	Assignment 7 – due

	24
	11/11
	Payroll Cycle
	Chapter 14
	DQ 14.2, Problems 14.1, 14.5, 
	Quiz 6 – Chapters 11 and 12 Accounting Software Project Part III due 

	25
	11/16
	Introduction to Systems Development and Analysis
	Chapter 16  
	DQ 16.5, Problems 16.7, 16.13, 16.16
	

	26
	11/18
	AIS Development Strategies
	Chapter 17 & 18
	Problems 17.2, 17.3, 18.3, 18.6
	Assignment 8 - XBRL 
Quiz 7 – Chapters 14, 16 and 17 



	27
	11/30
	AIS Development Strategies (continued0
	
	
	Accounting Software Project Part IV due

	28
	12/2
	Auditing Computer Systems
	Chapter 10 

Helm article – The CPA Journal
	Problems 10.4, 10.9
	

	29
	12/7
	Team Exercise 5 – St. Patrick Company
	
	
	Assignment 9 – Software Evaluation 

	30
	12/9
	Review for Final
	
	
	St. Patrick Company deliverable due 
Quiz 8-Chapters 18 and 10 
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