ACCT IS 340

Accounting Information Systems

Professor Ann O’Brien

Fall 2004 

	Class Time and Location:
	T/R 9:30 –11:00; 2280 Grainger, lecture 3, course # 60138

T/R 11:00 –12:15; 2280 Grainger, lecture 2, course # 60137

T/R 1:00 –2:15; 2280 Grainger, lecture 1, course # 43696

	Course Web Site:
	http://instruction.bus.wisc.edu/courses/accounting.htm
http://uwmad.courses.wisconsin.edu

	Professor Contact Information:
	aobrien@bus.wisc.edu , 4117D Grainger Hall, 262-5852

	Professor Office Hours:
	Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and  Thursdays – 12:15-1:00 pm, additional hours offered before exams and by appointment

	Graduate Assistants
	Deepa Sanawal, Mandie Tsang

	Graduate Assistants Office Hours and Help Sessions:
	Office Hours in 2290 Grainger Computer Lab, Sundays 4:30-6:30pm and  Tuesdays (w/exceptions) 3:30-5:30pm.  Additional hours TBA.




Required Materials
Romney and Steinbart, Accounting Information Systems, Prentice Hall, Custom Edition for Baylor University, 2004. 

Buckless, Ingraham & Jenkins, Comprehensive Assurance & Systems Tool (CAST), Prentice Hall, 2005.
Acknowledgements

Professor Kathy Hurtt and her colleague, Kevin Kobolsky, at Baylor University have generously shared their course design and materials for use in this class.  Their contribution may be assumed in most materials used throughout the semester, including this syllabus.  Professor Bill McCarthy from Michigan State University has established a vision for teaching AIS that will lead to a higher standard in course delivery, creativity, and innovation.  Numerous other AIS educators from across the country have also unselfishly shared ideas and class materials for our benefit.
Course Overview & Description

In other accounting courses you have examined the conceptual framework of accounting and the way in which accountants should record information and how management or investors use information.  In this course, we expand the focus and analyze the underlying business processes and what information should be recorded and the systems that capture and disseminate information.
In July 1999, the AICPA Board of Directors adopted the Electronic Business Strategic Initiative. The goal is to:

"Establish CPAs as the premier knowledge professionals who leverage electronic business and information to solve business issues and capitalize on opportunities."

This course is primarily concerned with providing you the foundation of knowledge necessary to build the skills needed to operate in the world envisioned by the AICPA when they adopted the Electronic Business Strategic Initiative.  Accounting is defined by the AICPA as “a service activity whose function is to provide quantitative information, primarily financial in nature, about an organization that is intended to be useful in making ... decisions.”  Accounting Information Systems (AIS) encompasses those systems, manual and automated, that collect, store, manipulate, disseminate, and present that information to the decision-maker.
Accountants in the twenty-first century must be comfortable with many information technology issues as they use, design, implement and audit computer-based accounting systems.  Accountants must understand and exploit the capabilities of information technology in order to play a significant role as information providers.
Acct 340 will be a “hands-on” course.  It is expected that at the end of this course you will be comfortable using the information technology that has become common in supporting accounting applications.  Further, it is hoped that when you encounter new technology in the future, you will be able to use the foundation learned in this course to master that technology as well.

Learning Objectives

In AIS 340, you will have the opportunity to develop the ability to:
Document & Analyze Business and Accounting Processes
- Understand how processes work on a day to day basis: Revenue and Expenditure                  Cycles and Manual Accounting Systems
- How to document processes using:  Flowcharts and Data Flow Diagrams
- How to analyze, evaluate, improve:  Internal Control and Data Modeling

Learn and practice computer-based tools used in the field:  Excel, Peachtree, Access, Visio
Performance

The overall grade in this class will be determined by performance on three quizzes, two individual assignments, two group assignments, class participation, and a final exam weighted as follows:

	Individual assignments
	CAST Excel & Peachtree
	10%

	Group assignments
	Snap-a-Control & Access
	20%

	Class Activities & Participation
	
	15%

	Major Quizzes (3)
	
	35%

	Final Exam
	
	20%

	
	
	


Quizzes & Exams

There will be three major quizzes and a final exam. The final will be cumulative.
If you miss a quiz or exam, a zero grade and no re-weighting of the remaining exams may result.  If the instructor is notified in advance of the regularly scheduled quiz or an exam, a make-up quiz or an exam may be given for valid, well-documented, reasons (medical emergency, family emergency, university-scheduled events, or class conflicts).  Instead of providing a make-up quiz or an exam, the instructor has the option of re-weighting the remaining quizzes or exam accordingly.

Assignments
There will be individual assignments and group assignments.  The group assignments will be done in teams consisting of two or three members. Under no circumstance will teams of more than three members be allowed– teams larger than this tend to have difficulty getting together.
Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Assignments that are handed in more than 15 minutes late but before 3:00 PM of the day due will lose 25% of the grade assigned.  Assignments handed in after 3:00 PM of the day due but before 9:00 am of the following day will lose 50%.  After that assignments will not be accepted.

Assignments will be graded on content, organization and neatness. With the exception of assignments with express instructions to the contrary, anything turned in must be typed.  Hand written assignments will not be accepted.

Each page of each assignment turned in must have identification identifying the student or team, the class and the assignment.

Assignments that have been marked but remain unclaimed will be discarded at the end of the semester.

Class Participation and Activities
Class participation is extremely important.  Participation is not simply a matter of making your presence in the classroom known.  It's a matter of helping move the discussion forward and helping others to understand the issues being discussed.  Class Activities may include pop quizzes over chapter material assigned for the day, small projects or presentations.  Details will be announced in class.
Grade Appeals

Challenges to the grading of major quizzes, exam and assignments will be considered if an appeal is submitted within one week after the graded item is handed back.  The originally graded work must be submitted along with a written explanation for the reason for the re-evaluation.  If a written appeal is not made within the seven day period, no grade re-evaluation will take place.

Academic Misconduct

UW conduct rules describe academic misconduct as "... an act in which a student: (a) Seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or citation; (b) Uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise; (c) Forges or falsifies academic documents or records; (d) Intentionally impedes or damages the academic work of others; (e) Engages in conduct aimed at making false representation of a student's academic performance; or (f) Assists other students in any of these acts."  Charges of academic misconduct are taken seriously and actions that can be taken against a student include failure in the course and permanent record in the student’s file.  See:  http://www.wisc.edu/students/amsum.htm.  

All work turned in for a grade must be solely the work of the individual or group turning it in.  All work represented as individually yours should be completed solely by you.  This means no collaboration with any other breathing source, other than you, unless the project is designated as a group project.  This also means no plagiarism.  For this purpose, I define plagiarism as copying material directly from any other source without giving proper reference.  If you are in doubt, please contact the professor.

AIS 340 Class Schedule (as of 10/7/04): 
This can be (and probably will be) changed.  Updates will be posted to the website.

	
	
	Topic
	Reading

	9/2
	R
	- Introduction to the Course
	

	9/7
	T
	- Revenue Cycle 
	RS Ch 1, Ch. 2, Ch 11 p. 357 - 378 (don’t worry about the flowcharts for now)

	9/9
	R
	- Flowcharts - Introduction
	Fun Flowcharts

RS Ch 6 p. 154 – 156 & 163 - 174 (only Document and Systems Flowcharting)

	9/14
	T
	- Flowchart Examples and Software (lab?)
	RS Ch 11 Appendix p.408 - 413

Review: Great Plains Software Note

	9/16
	R
	- Flowchart Practice (lab?)
	

	9/21
	T
	- Flowchart Quiz 

- Excel tutorial
	

	9/23
	R
	- Dataflow Diagrams (DFDs)
	RS Ch 6 p. 156 - 163

	9/28
	T
	- Revenue Cycle DFD Examples
	CAST Chapter 3 (Peachtree Individual Assignment) new due date 10/5
RS Ch. 11 p.  361, 362, 367, 371

	9/30
	R
	- DFD examples
	RS Ch 11 p. 378 – 380

	10/5
	T
	- Internal Control Introduction
	RS Ch 7  begin discuss on 10/7 if time
Peachtree new due date

	10/7
	R
	- DFD Quiz postponed one day
	new  date  10/12

	10/12
	T
	New day for DFD quiz

Revenue Cycle Internal Control Practice 
	RS Ch 11 p. 360 – 387

	10/14
	R
	- Revenue Cycle Internal control wrap-up
	CAST Chapter 2 (Excel Individual Assignment) new due date 10/21


	10/19
	T
	- Expenditure Cycle – Overview
	RS Ch 12 p. 414 – 433

RS Ch12 Appendix p. 461 – 466

	10/21
	R
	- Expenditure Cycle FC & DFD
	Excel new due date

	10/26
	T
	- Expenditure Cycle Internal Control
	Snap-a-Control Presentations

RS Ch. 12 p. 434 – 444

	10/28
	R
	Internal Control Quiz postponed one day
	

	11/2
	T
	New day for IC quiz

Elements of a DB system move to 11/4
	RS Ch. 4 new due date 11/2

	11/4
	R
	Data Modeling 
	RS Ch.5

	11/9
	T
	Data Modeling
	CAST Chapter 4 (Introduction to Access) new due date 11/11

	11/11
	R
	Data Modeling (lab?)
	CAST Access new due date

	11/16
	T
	DB Normalization
	

	11/18
	R
	DB Normalization
	

	11/23
	T
	IS Processing Controls
	

	11/25
	R
	THANKSGIVING
	

	11/30
	T
	Data Modeling (lab?)
	

	12/2
	R
	Data Modeling
	

	12/7
	T
	Data Modeling - SQL
	

	12/9
	R
	Group Presentation
	System Implementation Group DB: Writeup & Presentation due

	12/14
	T
	REA, Vision & Review
	

	12/22
	W
	Final Exam 10:05 am
	


Student Information Sheet
 Fall 2004

(Requested information is optional, not required)

	Name______________________________


	Student Number_____________________

	Madison Address_____________________
	Madison Phone______________________

	
	

	E-mail_____________________________
	Home City______


	Class Standing: (circle one)
	Junior
	Senior
	Graduate

	Major:

(circle one)
	Accounting
	Finance
	Other__________

	Work Experience:

(circle one)
	Business
	Other
	None

	Briefly describe your work experience:




What are your objectives for taking this course?

What are your career aspirations?

What are your hobbies, interests, or past-times?

Is there any other information that you would like to convey to me (i.e., part-time work, test anxiety, English as a second language, learning disability, outside commitments, accounting background, etc.) that may impact on your success in this course?
















