Editorial Policy

The Journal of Information Systems (JIS) is the academic journal of the Information
Systems Section of the American Accounting Association. Its goal is to support, promote,
and improve information systems and information technology research, education, and prac-
tice. JIS publishes academic research and scholarly reports of practice advances related to
information systems and information technology. The primary criterion for publication in
JIS is contribution to the accounting information systems (ALS) or management information
systems (MIS) literatures, broadly defined.

Policy on Reproduction

The American Accounting Association grants permission to reproduce any of the con-
tents of JIS for classroom use. Please include the source citation and the American Ac-
counting Association copyright in reproductions.

Written application should be made to the Executive Director of the American Ac-
counting Association for permission to reproduce JIS contents for nonclassroom uses, e.g.,
inclusion in books or readings or in any other publication intended for general distribution.
The applicant must notify the author(s) in writing of the intended use to be made of each
reproduction. Normally, JIS will not assess a copyright waiver charge.

Except where otherwise noted in articles, the copyright interest has been transferred to
the American Accounting Association. Where the author(s) has (have) not transferred the
copyright to the Association, applicants must seek permission to reproduce (for all pur-
poses) directly from the author(s).

Once the copyright is transferred to the American Accounting Association, the abstract
will be posted on the Social Sciences Research Network’s (SSRN) Accounting Research
Network (ARN) and the Information Systems Network (ISN).

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS
Submission of Manuscripts
JIS uses an electronic submission and review process. Manuscript submissions and
queries should be sent via email to jis@asu.edu. Please contact the editor if you have file
attachments totaling more than ten megabytes. Authors who do not have access to the
Internet may send paper copies of their manuscripts and accompanying materials to the
mailing address given below.

Paul John Steinbart, Editor

Journal of Information Systems

W. P. Carey School of Business

Arizona State University

Department of Information Systems Box 874606
Tempe, AZ 85287-4606

Phone: (480) 965-8991

Authors should note the following guidelines for submitting manuscripts:

1. To preserve anonymity and facilitate manuscript sharing, please submit the following
Word (preferred) or PDF files.
a. A cover page file that includes the title and author(s) identifying information. The

file name of this file should be “Cover Page.”

91



92 Editorial Policy

b. A text file of the document in which identifying information about authorship is
removed. The file name of this file should be ‘““Text.”

c. For manuscripts reporting survey or experimental research, or including multiple-
page appendices, please include a separate file (or files) containing the instrument
(questionnaire, case, interview plan, etc.). Please remove all identifying information
about authors from this file. The file name of this file should be appropriate to its
content, e.g., “Instrument” or “Appendices.”

2. Articles published in or under consideration for other journals or as book chapters are
not eligible for submission to JIS. Papers previously presented at conferences should be
revised to incorporate suggestions from reviewers or conference participants prior to
submission. Working papers previously or currently available at a website may be sub-
mitted to JIS. In their cover letters to the editor, the submitting author should: (1) state
that the work is not currently submitted for publication or published elsewhere, and (2)
disclose previous conference presentations and web-based distributions of the
manuscript.

3. When appropriate, authors should include any papers, whether or not published, that
share data, analysis, or text with the submitted paper. Authors should include in their
cover letter to the editor a statement regarding the relative contributions of the submitted
manuscript and related papers. An anonymous version of the cover letter may be sent
to reviewers.

4. In their submitting cover letter, authors should identify the type, topic, and method of
manuscript using the following classification system:

a. Research Method Classifications: Please choose one.

+ Archival

+ Essay

- Experiment

- Field or Case Study

+ Other Individual or Group Behavior Method
- Literature Review

+ Modeling—Design Science
+ Modeling—Mathematical

- Simulation

« Survey/Questionnaire

+ Other

b. Topic Classifications: Please choose no more than two.
+ Accounting and Consulting
+ Control and Auditing
- Database Systems
+ E-Commerce/M-Commerce
- Enterprise Systems
- Expert Systems, Artificial intelligence
+ Decision Aids, Knowledge Management
- Financial Reporting and Systems
+ General AIS Frameworks
» Human Judgment
- International
- Managerial Accounting and Systems
+ Internet and WWW Systems
+ Organization and Management of IS
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- Systems Analysis and Design
- Taxation
- XBRL, intangibles
+ Other
5. The submission fee is $50.00 (U.S.) for members of the IS section of the American
Accounting Association and $75.00 (U.S.) for authors who are not members of the IS
section. The submission fee may be charged to a credit card at the AAA website at:
https://aaahq.org/ AAAforms/journals/JISsubmit.cfm. If you do not have access to the
AAA website, you may pay the submission fee by check, payable to the American
Accounting Association, and mailed to the editor.
6. Revisions must be submitted within 12 months from request, otherwise they will be
considered new submissions.

Manuscript Preparation

The Journal of Information Systems manuscript preparation guidelines follow (with
slight modification) the B-format of the Chicago Manual of Style (15th ed., University of
Chicago Press) with spelling according to Webster’s International Collegiate Dictionary.
Manuscripts investigating psychology-related issues should also follow the suggestions in
the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. In cases of differences
between the APA publication manual and the Chicago manual styles, authors of research
with human participants should follow the (more specific) APA publication manual. Man-
uscripts should be typed, double-spaced, on one side of the paper with one-inch or larger
margins on all sides. The main text in files must be in a 12-point font. Manuscripts should
be as concise as the topic and method permit, generally not to exceed 7,000 words.

The cover page should include the title of the manuscript, the author’s name(s), title
and affiliation(s), email address(es), and any acknowledgments. All pages, including tables,
appendices, and references should be numbered serially, beginning with the page following
the abstract. The first section of the manuscript, the abstract, should be unnumbered. Major
sections should be numbered in Roman numerals. Subsections should not be numbered.

Consistent with the APA publication manual, research with human participants should
“Replace the impersonal term subjects with a more descriptive term when possible and
appropriate—participants, individuals, college students, children, or respondents.” (APA
Publication Manual 2001, 65; italics in original).

Where appropriate, authors should include statistical power analyses in submitted
manuscripts.

Abstract and Keywords

An abstract of no longer than 150 words should appear immediately preceding the
manuscript text. The abstract should be nonmathematical and include a readable summary
of the research question, method, and the significance of the findings and contributions.
The title, but not the author’s name(s) or affiliation(s), should appear at the beginning of
the abstract. Keywords for indexing the work should follow, and appear on the same page
as the abstract.

Data Availability

JIS seeks the widest possible dissemination of published knowledge. When possible,
authors should make their data and research instruments available to others for study, ex-
tension, and replication. Authors should describe, in a Data Availability section immediately
following the Keywords, the availability of their data and instrument to other researchers.
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Format

Tables and Figures. Each table and figure (graphic) should appear on a separate page
placed at the end of the text. Each should bear an Arabic number and a complete title
indicating the exact contents of the table or figure. There should be a reference to each
graphic in the text. The manuscript should show where each graphic should be inserted in
the text. Graphics should be interpretable without reference to the text. Source lines and
notes should be included as necessary.

Equations. Equations should be numbered in parentheses flush with the right-hand
margin.

Citations. Within-text citations are made using an author-year format. Cited works must
correspond to the list of works in the “References’ section. Authors should make an effort
to include the relevant page numbers in the within-text citations.

1. In the text, works are cited as follows: author’s last name (or an abbreviation for

long names of institutions) and year of publication, without a comma, in parentheses.
For example: one author, (Parenty 2007) or (ITGI 2007); two authors, (Moores and
Chang 2006); three or more authors, (Kulatilaka et al. 1999); more than one work
cited, (Parenty 2007; Moores and Chang 2006); two works by the same author(s),
(Baiman and Rajan 2002a, 2002b).

2. Unless confusion would result, do not use “p.” or “pp.” before page numbers. For
example, (Kulatilaka et al. 1999, 75).

3. When the reference list contains more than one work of the same author(s) published
in the same year, the suffix a, b, etc. is to follow the date in the within-text citations
and in the “References’ section. For example, (Johansson 2004a, 2004b, 2004c).

4. When the author’s name appears in the text, it need not be repeated in the citation.
For example: “Moores and Chang (2006) provide ...”

5. Citations to institutional works should use acronyms or short titles where practicable.
For example: (NCFFR, The Treadway Commission 1987).

6. If the paper refers to statutes, legal treatises, or court cases, citations acceptable in
law reviews should be used.

Reference List. Every manuscript must include a ““References’ section that contains
only those works cited within the text. Each entry must contain all information necessary
for unambiguous identification of the published work. Use the following formats (which
follow The Chicago Manual of Style):

1. Arrange citations in alphabetical order according to the surname of the first author

or the name of the institution or body responsible for the published work.

2. Arrange citations in chronological order when two or more works are by the same
first author (regardless of co-authors). Two or more works by the same author(s)
published in the same year are distinguished by letters a, b, etc., after the year.

3. Use authors’ initials instead of proper names.

4. For two or more authors, separate authors with a comma, including a comma before
“and” (Cohen, D., A. Dey, and T. Lys.).

5. Date of publication follows the author’s (authors’) name(s).

6. Titles of journals should not be abbreviated.

Sample entries are as follows:
Baiman, S., and M. Rajan. 2002a. The role of information and opportunism in the choice of buyer-
supplier relationships. Journal of Accounting Research 40 (2): 247-278.
, and . 2002b. Incentive issues in inter-firm relationships. Accounting, Organizations
and Society 27 (3): 213-238.
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Berry, R. 2003. Testimony before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. November 18. Available at: http://
hsgac.senate.gov/files/111803berry.pdf.

Cohen, D., A. Dey, and T. Lys. 2005. The Sarbanes Oxley Act of 2002: Implications for compensation
structure and risk-taking incentives of CEOs. Working paper, New York University, University
of Chicago, and Northwestern University.

Cole, R., and T. Yakushiji, eds. 1984. The American and Japanese Auto Industries in Transition. Ann
Arbor, MI: University of Michigan.

Dechow, P. M., R. Sloan, and A. Sweeney. 1995. Detecting earnings management. The Accounting
Review 70 (2): 193-225.

, S. P. Kothari, and R. L. Watts. 1998. The relation between earnings and cash flows. Journal

of Accounting and Economics 25: 133-168.

, and 1. Dichev. 2002. The quality of accruals and earnings: The role of accrual estimation
errors, The Accounting Review 77 (Supplement): 35-59.

Easton, P. 2003. Discussion of: The predictive value of expenses excluded from pro forma earnings.
Review of Accounting Studies 8: 175-183.

Engel, E., R. Hayes, and X. Wang. 2007. The Sarbanes-Oxley Act and firms’ going-private decisions.
Journal of Accounting and Economics (forthcoming).

Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB). 2006. Accounting for Uncertainty in Income Taxes,
and interpretation of FASB Statement No. 109. FASB Interpretation No. 48. Financial Account-
ing Series. Norwalk, CT: FASB.

Fehr, E., and K. Schmidt. 2003. A theory of fairness, competition, and cooperation. In Advances in
Behavioral Economics, edited by C. Camerer, G. Loewenstein, and M. Rabin, 271-296. New
York, NY: Princeton University Press.

IT Governance Institute (ITGI). 2007. COBIT 4.1. Rolling Meadows, IL: IT Governance Institute.

Johansson, J. 2004a. The great debates: Pass phrases vs. passwords. Part 1 of 3. Microsoft TechNet
(October 1). Available at: http://www.microsoft.com/technet/community/columns/secmgmt/
sm1004.mspx.

. 2004b. The great debates: Pass phrases vs. passwords. Part 2 of 3. Microsoft TechNet (No-

vember 1). Available at: http://www.microsoft.com/technet/community/columns/secmgmt/

sm1104.mspx.

. 2004c. The great debates: Pass phrases vs. passwords. Part 3 of 3. Microsoft TechNet (De-
cember 1). Available at: http://www.microsoft.com/technet/community/columns/secmgmt/
sm1204.mspx.

Kulatilaka, N., P. Balasubramanian, and J. Strock. 1999. Using real options to frame the IT investment
problem. In Real Options and Business Strategy: Applications to Decision Making, edited by
L. Trigeorgis, 59-84. London, U.K.: Risk Books.

Levitt, A. 1998. The numbers game. Speech delivered at New York University, Center for Law and
Business, September 28.

Moores, T. T., and J. C-J. Chang. 2006. Ethical decision making in software piracy: Initial develop-
ment and test of a four-component model. MIS Quarterly 30 (1): 167-180.

National Commission on Fraudulent Reporting (the Treadway Commission). 1987. Report of the
National Commission on Fraudulent Financial Reporting. Washington, D.C.: NCFFR.

Parenty, T. J. 2003. Digital Defense: What You Should Know About Protecting Your Company’s Assets.
Boston, MA: Harvard Business School Publishing Corporation.

Schultz, E., and T. Francis. 2002. Companies profit on workers’ deaths through ‘““dead peasants”
insurance. Wall Street Journal (April 19): 1.

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 2002. Certification of Disclosure in Companies’ Quar-
terly and Annual Reports. Release Nos. 33-8124, 34-46427. Washington, D.C.: SEC.

U.S. House of Representatives. 2002. The Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002. Public Law 107-204 [H. R.
3763]. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office.
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Footnotes. Footnotes are not used for documentation. Textual footnotes should be used
for extensions and information that, if included in the body of the text, would disrupt
continuity. Footnotes should be consecutively numbered throughout the script with Arabic
numerals. Footnote text should be double-spaced and placed at the end of the article.

Practice Articles

JIS is distinguished from most AAA journals in that it includes a practice section.
Papers in the practice section consist of scholarly reports relating to significant advances
in information systems or information technology; analysis of current, historical, and future
practices; and descriptive studies of current information system practices and use. Contri-
bution for practice section papers is based on whether the study has the ability to inform
academic research on the state of AIS technology and practice and not on whether the
paper informs practitioners in the workplace. Practice articles can inform research by raising
unanswered questions, by revealing the limitations and bounds of current theory, and by
suggesting avenues for future research.

Book Reviews

JIS also publishes reviews of scholarly books (excluding textbooks and software man-
uals) that address topics in accounting, information systems, computer science, €Conomics,
and other disciplines. The objective is to inform readers about books that may provide
useful insights for their research and teaching. Book reviews should be submitted directly
to the book review editor, Rob Pinsker, at RPinsker@odu.edu. Rob will handle all aspects
of the book review process. Rob can also be contacted by mail or phone at:

Dr. Robert Pinsker
Department of Accounting
2167 Constant Hall

Old Dominion University
Norfolk, VA 23529
Phone: (757) 683-6553

Comments on Previously Published Articles

JIS invites comments on previously published articles. Reviewers of submitted com-
ments will include at least one of the author(s) of the critiqued original article. Authors of
critiqued original articles will be invited to write a reply to accepted comments.

Review Process

Authors should prepare manuscripts at a level suitable for evaluation by independent
reviewers. Such preparation should include critiques by colleagues and others, and resulting
revisions before submission. Reviewers and the editor should provide constructive and
prompt evaluations of submitted manuscripts based on the significance of the potential
contributions and on the appropriateness and soundness of analysis and presentation. The
review process should not be used as a means of obtaining feedback at early stages of
developing a manuscript. The review process is double blind (i.e., authors and reviewers
are anonymous). Authors should avoid identifying themselves in submitted materials.
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