Case Study Research
Difference between Teaching Cases and Research Cases

Role of theory

· Pattern matching to archetypes suggested by theory 
· Implications of different theories to explain case study observations

· Use for theory building

Selection of case sites
· Theory versus convenience and availability

· Single case study limitations 

· Sampling plan – each case site as an “experiment”
Gaining Site Assess
· Role of trusted senior co-author with extensive practice contacts

· Involvement of Advisory Board Members at high level in firms

· Prominent alumni at high level in firms

· Use of contacts due to named professorships
· KPMG/UIUC programs
Systematic evidence collection
· Interview types 

· unstructured, semi-structured, structured

· different actors interviewed (supervisors, subordinates, peers)

· Archival data

· Watching action

· Power of triangulation

Writing case research

