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Draft Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Sunday, November 9, 2025
Harrah’s Las Vegas 
8:00 am – 11:00 am


	Board Members Attending

	Mark Beasley, President 
Gary McGill, President-Elect (not able to attend)
Audrey A. Gramling, Past President (not able to attend)
Margaret Christ, Vice President-Finance
Diane Janvrin, Vice President-Finance-Elect
Natalie T. Churyk, Vice President-Education
Jackie Hammersley, Vice President-Research and Publications
Mark Dawkins, Vice President-Engagement, Access and Community (EAC)

	Cristina Florio, Director–Focusing on International
Julie Peters, Director–Focusing on Academic/Practitioner Interaction
Linda Parsons, Director–Focusing on Membership
Jay Thibodeau, Director–Focusing on Segments (not able to attend)
Yvonne Hinson, Chief Executive Officer

	AAA Guests & Professional Staff Attending

	Bambi Hora, Council Chair

	Erlinda Jones, Senior Director, Meetings & Governance
Markus Ahrens, Senior Director, Center for Advancing
Accounting Education
Mark VanZorn, Chief Information Officer
David Twiddy, Director, Publications
Amal Said, Senior Advisor, Membership Strategy




Sunday, November 9, 2025

	Meeting Minutes

MSC = Motion, Seconded, Carried
MSF = Motion, Seconded, Failed

	Welcome - Mark Beasley welcomed everyone to the meeting at 8:06 am. The agenda was reviewed with no questions or comments.


	Governance – Mark Beasley announced the nominees for President-Elect, Vice President-Education, Director-Focusing on International (selected by the AAA Nominations Committee) and Director-Focusing on Membership (selected by the Council Ballot Committee yesterday). Following today’s Board meeting, all eight candidates re-confirmed their willingness to stand for election. Candidates for the 2026-2027 Board of Director positions are listed below. The slate will be announced later this month, the Get to Know the Candidates will be posted in December, and the ballot will open in January 2026. After the ballot results are audited by AAA auditors, the results will be announced to membership. 

President-Elect:
· Leslie D. Hodder, Indiana University-Bloomington
· Timothy J. Rupert, Northeastern University

Vice President-Education:
· Kimberly S. Church, Missouri State University
· Rebecca Shortridge, The University of Tennessee-Chattanooga

Director-Focusing on International:
· Elizabeth Gordon, Temple University
· Stephani A. Mason, DePaul University

Director-Focusing on Membership:
· Sandra B. Richtermeyer, Rutgers University Camden
· Margaret B. Shackell, Ithaca College


	2026 Lifetime Service Award Committee Update – Yvonne reminded the Board that the call for nominations for the 2026 Lifetime Service Award is open through January 31, 2026 and encouraged them to nominate academics and/or practitioners. The link to the call for nominations is on the Board website.


	Reflections from the Council Meeting – Next Steps/Decisions
Top ideas from the Council meeting include:

· Reimagining the August Meeting
· Have full-day tracks for Sections. Use the time at the August Meeting to add on professional development.
· Increase communication and awareness of meeting benefits. Create a list of steps to complete to clarify what should be done first. Targeted communications to member segments. Possibly create introduction videos for Students, Teaching / Research Oriented Faculty, and Practitioners. Help members understand APP features.
· Reduce food at Monday night reception and re-allocate funds to create a Monday and Tuesday lunch and help subsidize the Tuesday Celebration lunch.
· Reserve meeting rooms exclusively for Sections to use for networking.
· Consider holding midyear meetings for smaller Sections at the August Meeting. The Section’s concurrent sessions at the August Meeting would not be impacted.
· Positive feedback about the TAR track addition for early-stage research. Consider an Issues in Accounting Education track in the future.
· Create sessions for journals (for example, a JMAR session) and invite high-profile discussants which would increase the quality of submissions.
· Include doctoral student’s papers in sessions that are not part of a Section’s concurrent sessions.
· Rename the meeting.

· International Engagement 
· International Membership Advisory Committee (IMAC) vs. international ambassadors outside of the US driving the ambassador program
· Create ambassador resources.
· Could Section members who attend international conferences talk about AAA and have some resources to share at the meeting?
· How to create a mechanism to have AAA involved in local international events?
· Could AAA Foundation fund international travel on behalf of AAA for scholars? Similar program occurred in 1970s-1980s with travel to India.
· Add “AAA Global Scholar” to the August Meeting in addition to the “Presidential Scholar.”
· Hold an Editor’s Panel at the August Meeting and invite international scholars involved with AAA.
· AAA facilitation between schools and scholars: Online mentoring, workshop series within PhD programs, and invite international scholars to present working papers

· Membership Categories
· Create a Practitioner membership category.
· Continue the Departmental Pilot membership category for one more year so we can learn more about the engagement/interest.

· Membership rates for 2026-2027
· Membership year will be 12 months so consider $250-$280, staying under $300.

· August Meeting Registration Rate
· Keep at current rate of $595.


· Staffing the August Meeting Reimagining Task Force
· The Board agreed that it’s time to staff the task force.
· It might require 12 members.
· Have ½ of the members focus on research and ½ of the members focus on teaching.
· Members to address perceptions of program bias


	Global Gathering (GG) Update – Cristina Florio

· Webinars
· Promoted Lisa Baudot’s weARE webinar: Accounting Horizons-Qualitative Research in Accounting
· Promoted Amal Said’s weARE webinar: Smarter Teaching, Smarter Learning: Using AI to Transform Accounting Education
· Organizing a webinar with Journal of International Accounting Research (JIAR) in January 2026 to be offered to IMAC and GG members
· Gerlando Lima to organize a webinar with Brazilian Accounting Association. He is visiting Brazil in early December and will work on identifying a topic of interest.
· Recommendation: These webinars should be weARE webinars–but available to the public.

· Working with EAA Stakeholder Engagement Committee
· Organize an event of some kind in Spring 2026 with speakers from US and EAA.

· LinkedIn to elevate activities and participation
· Account created but only 3 members
· Invite again to gain members
· Communication schedule

· Spanish Association of Accounting and Business Administration (AECA)
· Juan Manual Garcia-Lara, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid and rep from AECA, reached out about the AAA’s Doctoral Consortium.
· August Meeting led to follow-up email.

· Working with IMAC committee on several ideas for the global gathering.

· Limitations
· Revolving participants (Association Presidents whose terms vary) keeps the GG from taking off.
· Association Reps attend GG meeting but have no authority to make decisions.
· January virtual GG webinar is too short (1-hour). GG members are not inclined to attend and get involved because it’s a short meeting.


	Wrap up & Adjourn – The general consensus from the Board and Council is that the Council pre-work related to reimagining the August Meeting was very helpful to the discussions. Council was very engaged. All Sections held meetings and brought ideas to the table. 

Mark Beasley adjourned the meeting at 10:27 am.
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