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Board of Directors Minutes 

San Diego  
Friday, November 3, 2016 

8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
 

Board	of	Directors	Attending	
David Burgstahler, President 
Anne Christensen, President-Elect 
Bruce Behn, Past-President  
Leslie Hodder, Vice President-Finance 
Terry Shevlin, Vice President-Research & Publications 
Timothy Fogarty, Vice President-Education 
 

Marc Rubin, Director-Focusing on Membership 
Gary Biddle, Director-Focusing on International 
Patricia Poli, Director-Focusing on Segments 
Elaine Mauldin, Director-Focusing on Intellectual Property 
Tracey Sutherland, Executive Director	

Board	of	Directors	Not	Attending		
Paul Munter, Director-Focusing on Academic/Practitioner Interaction 
 

Guests	&	Professional	Staff	Attending 

Mark Dawkins, Council Chair 
Julie Smith David, Chief Innovation Officer 
	

Susan Crosson, Director, Center for Advancing Accounting  
     Education 
Barbara Brady, Director, Operations 

	
MSC = Motion Seconded and Carried 
MSF = Motion Seconded and Failed 

 
Minutes 

Welcome – David Burgstahler welcomed members to the meeting.  The agenda was approved with no changes.  
 
MSC to approve the minutes of the 2016 August Board of Directors meeting. 

Leadership Presentation slides for Segment meetings – Anne Christensen and Mark Dawkins presented the slide deck 
that is being used by Board and Council leaders while speaking at Segment meetings. After discussion of some suggested 
changes, David, Anne and Julie agreed to revise the slides for use beginning with January 2017 meetings.  
 
Community Engagement Initiative – Marc Rubin updated the Board on the Membership Advisory Committee call held in 
October.  Board members discussed approaches for connecting with global members.  Marc reported that the Community 
Engagement Initiative task force and the Membership Advisory Committee will work together on future messaging to global 
scholars, retired members, and professionally oriented faculty.  
 
Executive Director’s Report – Tracey Sutherland reported on activities that have taken place since the Annual Meeting in 
August. Final attendance for the 2016 Annual Meeting was 3,634, from 61 countries, the largest attendance yet. Tracey 
reported that membership for 2016-2017 is up 5% from the same time last year - October 31, 2015.  The Accounting IS Big 
Data Conference was held in September with over 230 attendees; 40% non-academic and 60% academic.  Renovations at 
the new AAA headquarters in Lakewood Ranch are almost complete and the move to the new headquarters is expected in 
early December. The two existing buildings are on the market and being shown.  Tracey reported on staff hiring progress 
with a new Executive Administrative Assistant and replacement position for Editorial Assistant beginning soon. Accounting 
Behavior and Organizations Section, Diversity Section, Northeast and Midwest Regions held their midyear meetings in the 
fall.  Three new segment specialty meetings also met in the fall – the IMA & Management Accounting Teaching Case 
Conference and Teaching, Learning and Curriculum Section’s Colloquium, and the second Journal of Information Systems 
(JIS) Research Conference.  New Section websites have been introduced with participation of leaders from those 
organizations. The Section colors and logos are prominently featured and have been well received by everyone.  
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Minutes (continued) 
Executive Director’s Report (continued) – The 2016 Accounting PhD Rookie Recruiting & Research Camp is December 
2 – 4, 2016 in Miami, FL.  Tracey announced the Big Thinker Conference: Exploring the Value of Accreditation will be held 
December 11-12, in Atlanta, GA.  Tracey remindedmembers that nominations for the Accounting Horizons Editor are being 
accepted until November 21.  Tracey gavethe background and update on litigation. There was a brief discussion of the 2017 
Annual Meeting location in San Diego, CA. 
 
Annual Meeting 2017 “Imagining Our Future” update – David Burgstahler discussed speakers for the Monday Plenary 
and follow-up sessions, Bob Kaplan, Bob Swieringa, and Cathy Schrand.  Their presentations will focus on Increasing the 
Relevance of Research in Accounting. Presidential Scholars will be SP Kothari and Richard Sloan.  The Call for 
Submissions for the Annual Meeting is now live on the AAA website. 
 
Intellectual Property Task Force III update – Elaine Mauldin introduced the members of the Intellectual Property Task 
Force III (IPTF) and reviewed the history and strategy of IPTF I and IPTF II.  Elaine reviewed the task force’s current status 
and its charge to explore the scholarly publishing environment and develop a strategy for the Association to guide its efforts 
as the next generation of publications emerge. They will explore approaches for dealing with expanding types of content, 
and how new types of content such as data, code, video, summaries, tables, charts, and graphs may impact our plans for 
the future.  Elaine is particularly  interested in how we can increase our impact by sharing with new audiences.   
 
Publications Update –  Terry Shevlin updated members on the proposed policy of the Publications Committee addressing 
Minimizing Editor Conflicts.  He asked if the meeting of the Publications Committee held on Sunday afternoon at the Annual 
Meeting could be changed to another time because of conflicts with the Center for Audit Quality conference held on the 
same day.  It is valuable to meet with the journal editors at this meeting and due to conflicts many were not able to attend.   
 
Audit Committee Update – Leslie Hodder updated the Board on the fall meeting of the Audit Committee. The audit was 
conducted successful by the professional staff and audit firm, there will be no management letter, and audited financial 
reports will be posted online.  
 
Segment update – Pat Poli updated the Board on the Fall 2016 Segment meetings.  She gave an overview of the Segment 
Volunteer Workshop held during the Annual Meeting, where the emphasis was on success and achieving success in 
segment member communities.  Pat reported on the recent Section Leader webinar and the Strategic Leader Region 
Committee call held in October.  The Mid-Atlantic Region is working with the AAA Professional Staff as they transition to the 
AAA Pilot Region process.  Pat reported that the Academy of Accounting Historians and AAA Professional staff continue to 
work together on the transition.   

Centers Update – Susan Crosson reported on the webinar held focused on ways to incorporate COSO’s Enterprise Risk 
Management (ERM) Framework Into Our Classrooms.  Over 250 attended the webinar, which will be posted on the AAA 
Website.  A full complement of videos from presentations for the Accounting Is Big Data Conference have been posted on 
the AAA Website.  Susan reviewed the upcoming program for the next Big Thinker Conference: Exploring the Value of 
Accreditation.  The process for the 2017 AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/ Deloitte Foundation Prize is underway and 
nominations are due by December 31.   
 
Council Meeting Agenda and Planning – Mark Dawkins reviewed the agenda and activities that are planned for the 
Council meeting on Saturday, November 4. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:00 pm.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	 3	

	

	
	
	

Minutes - Sunday, November 5. 
 

David Burgstahler reconvened the meeting at 8:30 am.  A quorum was present. 
Reflections from the Council meeting – the Board agreed the activities were successful, and there could be future 
discussions of the Strategic Operations Task Force focusing on Strategic Mapping at the May Strategic retreat.   
 
2018 Annual Meeting Theme – the theme for the 2018 Annual Meeting was discussed and decided to be “Pathways to a 
Sustainable Future”.  
 
Nominations Committee update – Tracey updated the Board on the Nominations Committee meeting held in October.   
 
Publications Update (continued) – the Board discussed the AAA Publications Ethics Policy – Minimizing Editor Conflicts.  
Terry Shevlin and Julie Smith David will reach out to Section leaders about this policy and gather information, to continue 
this discussion during the March 2017 Board of Directors meeting.   
 
Key Task Force Updates – David Burgstahler reported the formation of a 6-8 person Research Relevance task. There was 
additional discussion on the Strategic Operations Task Force and next steps.  The Global Engagement Committee 
continues to gather endorsements from the Global Gathering.   
  
Strategic Sponsor Discussion – Tracey Sutherland led a discussion on the importance surrounding the coordination of 
sponsorships.   

Adjourn – the meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


