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Draft Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 21, 2025
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm Eastern
Virtual

	Board Members Attending

	Audrey A. Gramling, President
Mark Beasley, President-Elect
Mark Taylor, Past President
Margaret Christ, Vice President-Finance
Natalie T. Churyk, Vice President-Education
Jackie Hammersley, Vice President-Research and Publications
Norma Montague, Vice President-Engagement, Access and Community (EAC)
	Cristina Florio, Director–Focusing on International
Bette Kozlowski, Director–Focusing on Academic/Practitioner Interaction
Linda Parsons, Director–Focusing on Membership
Jay Thibodeau, Director–Focusing on Segments
Yvonne Hinson, Chief Executive Officer

	AAA Guests & Professional Staff Attending

	Alisa Brink, Council Chair (not able to attend)
Bambi Hora, Council Chair-Elect
Gary McGill, President-Elect-Elect
Diane Janvrin, Vice President-Finance-Elect
Mark Dawkins, Vice President-EAC-Elect
Julie Peters, Director–Focusing on Academic/
Practitioner Interaction-Elect

	Erlinda Jones, Senior Director, Meetings & Governance
Karen Osterheld, Senior Director, Center for Advancing
     Accounting Education
Markus Ahrens, Incoming Senior Director, Center for Advancing Accounting Education
Mark VanZorn, Chief Information Officer
David Twiddy, Director, Publications
Barbara Gutierrez, Governance Manager



Monday, July 21, 2025

	Meeting Minutes

MSC = Motion, Seconded, Carried
MSF = Motion, Seconded, Failed

	Session 1. Welcome – Audrey Gramling welcomed everyone to the meeting at 2:00 pm. Audrey read the Meeting Expectations and Norms document. Yvonne introduced Markus Ahrens and Amal Said. Audrey introduced Bambi Hora noting that Bambi will be filling in for Alisa Brink who could not attend today. Audrey reviewed the agenda noting that Section 7. “Policies” will be moved to right after Session 1. Audrey requested a motion to approve the May 22, 2025 Board of Director meeting minutes. 

MSC to approve the May 22, 2025 Board of Director meeting minutes with edits as discussed.


	Session 2. Policies

Conflict of Interest – Mark Beasley & Bette Kozlowski 

During the May 2025 Board meeting the Board discussed the draft Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics policies and decided to give the Board extra time to review the drafts and to vote on both policies today. The Audit Committee was originally charged with reviewing and updating the Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics policies over a year ago. The Board discussed who the Conflict of Interest Policy applies to and should it apply to anyone else. Does it apply to AAA committee volunteers? Mark Beasley noted that the Board will be discussing a draft Code of Conduct policy today that is an umbrella policy that applies to all members of AAA and others as well, and he proposed that the Conflict of Interest policy apply to the Board, Council, senior editors or highest ranking editor(s) for journals without a senior editor, the Chief Executive Officer and Association Staff.

MSC to approve the Conflict of Interest Policy with edits as discussed.

Code of Conduct – Mark Beasley 

The current Code of Conduct was implemented in early 2021 and has mainly been a code of conduct for AAA meetings. A task force worked over the past few months to revise and broaden the Code of Conduct to be more of an umbrella code of conduct that applies to every member of AAA and third parties such as vendors, suppliers, sponsors, etc. The current draft is a professional code of conduct to follow when interacting with AAA. AAA’s attorney has reviewed it, and his edits are incorporated in the draft. Mark reviewed the policy and the Board discussed and made edits. The final updated policy will replace the Code of Conduct that is currently on AAA websites. Yvonne requested that the updated policy be included in AAA’s terms and conditions, on all meeting registrations, and on membership applications and renewals. Mark Beasley will incorporate all edits from the discussion into a final version and an email will be sent to the Board with the edited version and the final version for review.

MSC to approve the Code of Conduct with edits as discussed.

Code of Ethics – Mark Beasley & Bette Kozlowski

Does the Board think we need a standalone Code of Ethics policy since we have the Conflict of Interest and Code of Conduct policies? Bette explained that AAA’s attorney advised that we need to include the specific responsibilities of duty of care, duty of obedience, and duty of loyalty in the Code of Ethics because they are not included in the Conflict of Interest and Code of Conduct policies. It was suggested to change the name from “Code of Ethics” to “AAA Governance Code of Ethics Policy.” The Board discussed and made edits to the draft Code of Ethics policy. A final draft will be sent to the Board for review. The Board will vote on the final policy on Thursday, July 24, 2025. 


	Session 3. Council Agenda Review – Bambi Hora 

Bambi reviewed the July 23, 2025 Council agenda. No questions or edits were noted.


	Session 4. Publications Update – Jackie Hammersley 

The Research & Publications Committee (RPC) is recommending three revisions to AAA-level research awards. They addressed these issues after concerns were raised earlier this year by staff and the research award selection committees. 

The RPC recommends: 
1) Including the following statement in AAA-level research awards where self-nomination is an option: “Self-nominations are encouraged, but an author may only self-nominate one paper to each of the association-wide research awards each year.” Because these awards are offered annually, additional opportunities to recognize other papers by the same author will be available in future years. 

2) Clarifying the official date for eligibility of nominated papers. The current option of using the online early date as the official date has caused confusion for nominees and verifying online early dates is complicated especially for older papers and those published in non-AAA journals. To reduce confusion and to treat all nominated papers in a consistent manner, the RPC recommends using the year the paper was published in the journal as the date that determines award eligibility and including a statement similar to the following: “Eligible works must have been published in an issue of the journal during one of the three calendar years preceding the year of the award.” The number of years will be based on the already existing award criteria for each of the research awards. 

3) Refine the selection and voting process and provide increased transparency for the Accounting Horizons and Issues in Accounting Education Best Paper Awards. After discussion, the Board decided on the following wording:



Selection of Top 5 Papers 
Editors of each journal, Accounting Horizons and Issues in Accounting Education, vote for their top five papers published in the preceding calendar year. Editors submit their selections directly to the American Accounting Association (AAA) staff, who tally the votes. Editors are not permitted to vote to select any paper on which they are listed as a coauthor. The five papers receiving the most votes appear on the final ballot forwarded to AAA members for voting.

Voting Process:
The final ballot will include the title, authors and abstract of each of the top five papers selected by the Editors of each journal. Award recipients are then selected by online voting, which is open to all members of the American Accounting Association. Each paper’s total vote count will be reduced by the number of its authors. This adjustment prevents papers with more authors from having an unfair advantage due to potentially larger voting networks. Online voting is scheduled in the spring of each year and will be announced via mass emails and the AAA website.

MSC to approve the three recommended revisions to the AAA research-award committee call for nominations for the 2026 awards as edited.


	Session 5. Meetings Update – Erlinda Jones 

Current registration numbers for the Annual Meeting
· Paid registrations as of today = 1,442.
· Paid registrations same day last year = 1,641.

Room Block numbers at Hyatt Regency Chicago
· Deadline for reservations was 7/15/25.
· We have not met our room block. We needed to meet 80% of our room block on 7/15/25. As of today, we have met 77%. The hotel will conduct an audit when we arrive, and any reservations made outside of our room block for the meeting registrants except for pre-paid, third-party vendor reservations will be added to our room block. The reservation link has been taken down, but members can still call the hotel and make reservations directly with the hotel.

Nonmember Meeting Fees – Yvonne Hinson

In March 2021 the 2020-2021 Board approved a non-member fee for non-members attending AAA meetings other than the Annual Meeting (which requires membership). The Meetings Model Task Force made this recommendation as they knew of multiple instances of former members not renewing their AAA membership yet continuing to come to meetings and paying the nonmember meeting fee, thereby “gaming” the system. In March 2021, the Board set the fee at $100 which goes to the AAA General Fund. The fee hasn’t changed since 2021. The gaming of the system continues to happen. Does the Board want to change it now? The new fee would be effective for all AAA meetings (other than the Annual Meeting) beginning 1/1/2026. Erlinda Jones provided examples of Section nonmember meeting fees. Sections set their own nonmember meeting fees, of which the AAA General Fund currently receives $100. The Board requested data on how many nonmembers attend AAA meetings for the Thursday, July 24, 2025 Board meeting and they will decide on the amount and vote then.


	Session 6. Acceptance of Committee Progress Reports – Audrey Gramling

Audrey noted a few suggestions from the Committee chairs. AAA Staff will follow up with the Chairs who had comments.

MSC - the Board acknowledged receiving the seven committee reports and all reports were accepted.


	Session 7. Wrap up and adjourn

Action Items for the July 24, 2025 Board meeting:
· Mark Beasley will send to the Board an edited version of the Code of Conduct that was approved today and an edited and clean copy of the AAA Governance Code of Ethics Policy for Board vote on Thursday, July 24, 2025. 
· Mark VanZorn will provide data on the number of nonmembers attending AAA meetings.
· Nonmember meeting fee (Board vote)

Audrey adjourned the meeting at 4:53 pm.
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