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Current Issues in Auditing:  

Convergence, Divergence, and Strategic Direction in Auditing Standard Setting 
 

 
Auditing standard setting is at a turning point. Across jurisdictions, regulators 
and standard setters are responding to a common set of pressures: increasing 
complexity in financial reporting, rapid technological change, rising 
stakeholder expectations, and the growing importance of nonfinancial 
information. 
 
At the same time, these responses are unfolding within distinct institutional 
settings. That combination—shared challenges but different structures—has 
produced both areas of alignment and meaningful points of divergence in the 
evolution of auditing standards. 
 

 
This Call for Papers invites short contributions that examine the strategic direction of three key 
standard-setting bodies: the Auditing Standards Board (ASB), the Public Company Accounting 
Oversight Board (PCAOB), and the International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB). 
Each plays a central role within its own domain, but together they shape much of the global audit 
landscape. 
 
Recent strategic plans point to clear overlap in priorities. All three bodies emphasize auditor 
responsibilities related to fraud and risk assessment, the integration of technology into audit work, and 
the importance of maintaining public trust through audit quality. But the similarities only go so far. The 
PCAOB operates within a statutory regulatory framework focused on U.S. public company audits. The 
IAASB develops globally applicable standards within a principles-based architecture. The ASB serves a 
different role, setting standards for private company audits and other attestation engagements in the 
United States. These differences raise a set of core questions: 
 

• To what extent should auditing standards converge across jurisdictions? What is gained—and 
what is lost—by maintaining jurisdiction-specific approaches?  

• How do differences in governance, enforcement, and stakeholder pressures shape standard-
setting outcomes?  

• And what do these dynamics imply for audit quality and the comparability of assurance across 
global markets? 

 
We welcome submissions that engage with these and related issues, including—but not limited to—the 
following: 
 
Topics of Interest 

• Convergence and divergence in auditing standards, including implications for multinational 
audits 



• Specific standards: e.g., Fraud, going concern, risk assessment, NOCLAR, internal control 
(including integrated audits) 

• Technology (AI, data analytics) in auditing 
• Assurance over nonfinancial information, e.g., Sustainability, digital assets, AI, internal controls 
• Inspection, enforcement, and governance differences 

Strategic Alignment Themes 
Recent strategic plans from the PCAOB (2022–2026), IAASB (2024–2027), and ASB (2026-2030) 
highlight shared priorities in fraud, risk assessment, technology, and audit quality. However, they differ 
in authority, pace, and approach, raising questions about alignment versus fragmentation. 
 
Special Emphasis: Convergence 
We especially encourage submissions that address convergence or deliberate non-convergence among 
standard setters, including feasibility, barriers, and implications for practice and policy. 
 
Methodological Approaches 
We welcome archival, experimental, field, analytical, and practice-oriented research consistent with the 
mission of Current Issues in Auditing. 
 
Submission Information 
The deadline for submissions is December 1, 2026. Paper submissions should follow the CIIA editorial 
policy and be submitted using the AAA’s manuscript management system 
(https://aaahq.org/Research/Journals/Current-Issues-in-Auditing). When submitting your manuscript, 
please indicate in your cover letter that your submission is for the Auditing Standard Setting Call 
for Papers. If you have questions, please contact Senior Academic Editor Colleen M. Boland at 
bolandc@uwm.edu. 
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