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Journal of Information Systems 
Editorial Policy 

The Journal of Information Systems (JIS) is the academic journal of the Accounting Information 
Systems Section of the American Accounting Association. JIS publishes high-quality, leading-edge 
research that advances Accounting Information Systems (AIS) knowledge. The JIS website is at 
https://aaahq.org/AIS 

 

OVERVIEW 
JIS welcomes research and practice articles and commentaries as well as papers on special topics 

as discussed below. All the papers in JIS must contribute to AIS or IS/IT-related accounting or auditing 
research. This contribution may be direct, by working with settings in AIS or IS/IT-related accounting or 
auditing. Equally important, the contribution may be indirect, by bringing to AIS, accounting, and auditing 
the benefits and implications of research in management information systems, management science, 
computer science, psychology, sociology or other fields. Evidence of this contribution may be highlighted 
by drawing from theories and evidence in the AIS or IS/IT-related accounting or auditing literature. It may 
also be made by drawing conclusions in the paper for research and practice in AIS or IS/IT-related 
accounting or auditing. It is the author’s responsibility to ensure these contributions are apparent. 

JIS seeks to publish papers that demonstrate high levels of communication with its target audience. 
Readers of JIS include researchers with training in a variety of disciplines, including information systems, 
computer science, accounting, and auditing. Many in the AIS research community have formal training in 
IT as well as in IS/IT-related accounting and auditing. Additionally, the AIS research community 
traditionally has strong connections with the professional community in accounting-related professional 
services firms, IT consulting and technology firms, and private and public sector organizations. Papers 
published in JIS should actively engage with this broad audience, without sacrificing research quality. JIS 
also seeks to publish highly innovative research. The innovations may arise, for example, from unique 
experimental methodologies, new or meta-theoretic developments, or bringing order to an unsettled body 
of research. Authors are invited to highlight their manuscript’s innovative characteristics in their submission 
letter. JIS highly values straightforward language that communicates concepts and graphical approaches in 
the communication of complex issues and data analysis. As discussed below, material that is necessary for 
understanding the paper at a deep technical level should be provided separately in the submission and will 
be maintained as Supplemental Materials, in the AAA Digital Library. 

 
AREAS OF INTEREST AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES 

Areas of interest to JIS include, but are not limited to: 
• Artificial Intelligence, and Machine Learning 
• Biological Information Systems 
• Blockchain and Distributed Database Systems 
• Cryptocurrencies 
• Cybersecurity 
• Continuous Reporting, Monitoring and Assurance 
• Cloud Computing and System Outsourcing 
• Data and Process Mining 
• Data Analytics 
• Data Visualization 
• Decision Aids, Decision Support Systems, and Group Support Systems 
• Digital Business and E-Commerce/ 
• Enterprise Systems 
• Financial Reporting and Systems 
• Fraud and Forensics 
• General AIS Frameworks 

https://aaahq.org/AIS
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• Geographical and Space Information Systems 
• Human Computer Interaction 
• Human Judgment 
• International Aspects of AIS 
• Internet-Based Financial Reporting, XBRL 
• IT Audit and Monitoring 
• IT General and Application Controls 
• IT Governance 
• Knowledge Management 
• Managerial Accounting and Systems 
• Mobile Computing 
• Organization and Management of IS 
• Organizational Factors Influencing Human Judgment and IS Design and Functionality 
• Quantum Computing 
• Robotic and/or Intelligent Process Automation 
• Social Media 
• Socio-Technical Issues 
• Sustainability and Systems 
• Systems Analysis and Design 
• Taxation and AIS 
• Value of Data, Information and Systems and Return on IT Investment 

 
JIS welcomes all research methodologies, including, but not limited to: 

• Analytic 
• Archival 
• Descriptive Research for Theory Building 
• Design Science 
• Experiment 
• Field or Case Study 
• Interviews and Other Individual or Group Behavior Method 
• Literature Review 
• Simulation 
• Survey 

 

MANUSCRIPT TYPES 
Research Articles 

JIS welcomes research studies in any of the above content areas or in other areas that contribute to 
research in AIS or IS/IT-related accounting and auditing. JIS embraces a wide range of research 
methodologies. Research articles are normally no more than 7,500 words in length; however, the journal 
supports publication of research articles with online archives of additional analysis, data sets, and research 
instruments. The primary qualifications for publication of research articles in JIS are the quality of research, 
with direct or indirect contribution to AIS, or IS/IT-related accounting and auditing, and exposition. 

 
Research Letters 

JIS publishes short research letters that report studies of time-dependent situations. The objective 
of this section is to facilitate the rapid dissemination of important accounting research. These situations 
may include recent developments in the institutional environment or input to regulatory standards setting. 
Research letters should not exceed 3,000 words in length. Reviews of research letters will take place within 
a short period from receipt, and there will be only one revision. Authors should identify research letters to 
the senior editors on submission and provide support for their manuscript’s classification for this section. 
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Practice Section Articles 
Papers in the practice section consist of scholarly reports relating to significant advances in 

information systems or information technology; analysis of current, historical, and future practices; and 
descriptive studies of current information system practices and use. Contribution for practice section papers 
is based on whether the study has the ability to inform academic research on the state of AIS technology 
and practice and not on whether the paper informs practitioners in the workplace. Practice articles can 
inform research by raising unanswered questions, by revealing the limitation and bounds of current theory, 
and by suggesting avenues for future research. 

 
Comments on Previously Published Articles 

JIS invites comments on previously published articles. Reviewers of submitted comments will 
include at least one of the author(s) of the critiqued original article. Authors of critiqued original articles 
will be invited to write a reply to accepted comments. Unless there is very strong interest in the discussion 
to our readership, as determined by the Senior Editor(s), such comments will normally not go through more 
than one round of comment/rebuttal. 

 
Invited Commentary 

On occasion, the Senior Editor(s) may identify topics about which commentary to our readership 
is considered informative. The Senior Editor(s) will invite recognized leaders of the AIS research 
community to prepare commentary on the topics. The manuscripts will go through a modified review 
process, with reviewers chosen for the purpose of improving the communication of central ideas within the 
document. 

 
Research Papers on Special Topics 

JIS has developed a series of calls for papers on the following special topics: Literature Review 
and/or Research Synthesis, Methodology, Descriptive Research for Theory Building, Innovative and Novel 
Research Datasets, Replication Research. Given the nature of these topics, the calls will remain open and 
ongoing (i.e., there is no due date and papers would be processed as they arrive). JIS has adopted a 
registration-based editorial process for papers on these special topics. For more details, please see 
https://aaahq.org/Research/Journals/Journal-of-Information-Systems. 

 

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
The following guidelines should be followed for submitting manuscripts: 

1. Manuscripts are submitted using the Manuscript Submission and Peer Review System, at 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/isys/. The site contains detailed instructions regarding the 
preparation of files for submission. To ensure anonymous review, the title page is to be submitted 
as a separate file from the manuscript text. 

2. Manuscripts under consideration by another journal or other publisher should not be submitted. 
The submitting author will be asked to verify this during the web-based submission process. 

3. For manuscripts that report on field surveys or experiments: Please ensure that reporting descriptive 
statistics, models, and tests of hypotheses is complete. For experimental papers, this would 
generally include: (1) reporting standard deviation and cell sizes in any tables of means; (2) 
including degrees of freedom along with any reported test statistics that have degrees of freedom, 
whether in the tables, footnotes, or text; and (3) ensuring tables are complete, including all 
estimated terms, including the error term, along with the associated degrees of freedom. Note that 
if test statistics and associated degrees of freedom are reported in the tables, then authors need not 
repeat this material in the text. For example, authors could provide only the p-values for effects 
(tests) of interest in the text, if desired. If the additional documentation (e.g., questionnaire, case, 
interview schedule) is sent as a separate file, then all information that might identify the author(s) 
must be deleted from the instrument. 

4. Manuscripts that report experiments utilizing human subjects must verify approval by the 
institution at which the experiment took place. Notation of approval should be made within the 
manuscript. In addition, the submitting author will be asked to verify approval during the web- 

https://aaahq.org/Research/Journals/Journal-of-Information-Systems
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based submission process. For the full version, please see: Policy on Publication Ethics: Human 
Subjects Research. 

5. Authors are responsible for recognizing and disclosing any conflict of interest that could be 
perceived to bias their work. Conflict of interest disclosures include, but are not limited to, grants 
or research funding, employment, affiliations, honoraria, stock options/ownership, royalties, 
consultancies, inventions, and patents. Authors will be asked to provide any potential conflicts of 
interest during manuscript submission. 

6. Authors are also responsible for disclosing any potential conflict of interest that might prevent an 
unbiased review. Potential conflicts for editor or reviewer assignments are described in the policy 
section below; however, this may not be an exhaustive list. Authors are requested to complete and 
submit an Author Conflict of Interest form upon submission.  

7. The nonrefundable submission fee of $75.00 for members of the American Accounting Association 
or $120.00 for nonmembers is payable by credit card (VISA, MasterCard, or American Express 
only). The payment form is available online at: https://my.aaahq.org/Shop/Product-Catalog. If you 
are unable to pay by credit card or have any questions, please contact the AAA Member Services 
Team at (941) 921-7747 or info@aaahq.org. 

8. Revisions should be submitted within 12 months from the date of request, otherwise they will be 
considered new submissions. 

9. All decisions are final and not subject to appeal. 
 

REVIEW PROCESS 
The review process consists of the following: 

1. The senior editor reviews the submitted manuscript for proper format and consistency with the 
mission of the journal. The author(s) is notified if the manuscript is deemed inappropriate for further 
consideration. 

2. Manuscripts that pass the initial review are sent to an editor and a minimum of two reviewers for 
formal review. 

3. The editor evaluates comments and recommendations of the reviewers and informs the author(s) 
of the decision regarding the publication of the manuscript (reject, reject and resubmit, 
revise/resubmit or accept). The editor’s decision and comments, without identifying information, 
are forwarded to the reviewers. The senior editor reviews and approves all editor decisions. 

4. Requested revisions are returned to the same reviewers. In addition to the revised manuscript, the 
author(s) should submit responses to the reviewer comments that restate the comments and identify 
how and where the comment is addressed in the revision. 

5. The process will continue as described above until a final publication decision is made. 
6. Consistent with our Publications Ethics policy on plagiarism, all articles are automatically 

processed through CrossCheck prior to publication to identify text taken from published and 
unpublished works, print or digital, that is not properly cited or quoted. For full version, please 
see: Policy on Publication Ethics: Plagiarism.  

 
The review, as outlined above, is an overview of the actual process. The senior editor may, in some 

circumstances, vary this process at his or her discretion. Through its constructive and responsive editorial 
procedures, the journal aims to utilize research efforts relevant and rewarding for all concerned. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

To promote the objective handling of papers under review, JIS takes steps to prevent Editors and 
reviewers from handling papers by authors with whom they have a conflict of interest. Because a variety of 
circumstances can result in a loss of objectivity with respect to a particular paper, judgment is necessary to 
identify conflicts of interest. However, a conflict of interest is presumed to exist when an Editor or reviewer: 
(1) is an author of the paper; (2) has a personal relationship with an author that prevents the Editor or reviewer 
from being objective; (3) chaired an author’s dissertation committee or an author chaired the dissertation 
committee of the Editor or reviewer; (4) works at the same institution as an author, or worked at the same 
institution within the last five years; or (5) has co-authored a paper with an author. An Editor also is 
presumed to have a conflict of interest with a paper when that Editor had editorial decision rights on a 
previous version of the paper at another journal. 

mailto:info@aaahq.org
https://aaahq.org/portals/0/documents/about/policies&proceduresmanual/plagiarismpolicy.pdf
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When an Editor has a conflict of interest with a paper, the Senior Editor will assign a non-conflicted 
Editor to handle the paper unless the Senior Editor is an author of the paper, in which case a non-conflicted 
Editor will assign a non-conflicted Editor to handle the paper. If necessary, an ad hoc Editor will be assigned 
to handle the paper. The conflicted Editor will have no access to JIS information about the paper. Because 
of the double-blind review process, it is primarily the responsibility of the Senior Editor and other Editors 
to identify conflicts of interest. Should a reviewer suspect a conflict of interest, it is the reviewer’s 
responsibility to alert the Senior Editor or another Editor to the potential conflict. If a conflict arises during 
the review process, the Senior Editor will oversee a change in Editor or reviewers, as appropriate. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Manuscripts should be as concise as the subject and research method permit, generally not to exceed 
7,000 words. However, due to the nature of qualitative research that necessitates longer papers, papers in 
that area should generally not exceed 12,000 words. 

A summary, not exceeding 150 words, should be on a separate page immediately preceding the 
text. The summary should be nonmathematical, easily readable, and should emphasize the significant 
findings and implications for practice and theory. The intent is to enable both practitioners and academics 
to determine the relevance of the article to their own interests. Thus, the language should be less formal 
than that used in the article itself, and discussion of method should be brief, unless that is the main focus of 
the article. The page should include the title of the article, but should exclude author’s name or other 
identification designations. 

Additionally, mathematical notation should be employed only where its rigor and precision are 
necessary, and, in such circumstances, authors should explain the principal operations performed in narrative 
format. Equations should be numbered in parentheses flush with the right-hand margin. Notation should be 
avoided in footnotes. Use standard mathematical notation and symbols. Do not use wingdings, geometric 
shapes, or images.  

For more information on properly formatting manuscripts for submissions, please review the 
AAA’s style guide. 

https://aaahq.org/Research/Journals/Manuscript-Preparation-Guide

